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TH  E  following  Speech  has  been  much 
the  fubjedt  of  converfation  ;  and  the 
defire  of  having  it  printed  was  laft  fummer  very 
»  general.  The  means  of  gratifying  the  public 
curiofity  -were  obligingly  furnifhed  from  the 
'  hotes  of  fame  Gentlemen,  Members  of  the 
laft  Parliament, 

This  piece  has  been  for  fome  months  ready 
for  the  prefs.  But  a  delicacy,  poffibly  over 
fcrupulous,  has  delayed  the  publication  to  this 
time.  The  friends  of  adminiftration  have  been 
ufed  to  attribute  a  great  deal  of  the  oppofition 
to  their  meafures  in  America  to  the  writings 
•  publifhed  in  England.  The  Editor  of  this 
Speech  kept  it.  back,  until  all  the  meafures 
of  government  have  had  their  full  operation, 
and  can  be  no  longer  affected,  if  ever  they 
^:ould  have  been  afFedled,  by  any  publication. 
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Moft  Readers  will  recoiled  the  uncommon 
pains  taken  at  the  beginning  of  the  laft  feffion 
of  the  laft  Parliament,  and  indeed  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  it,  to  afperfe  the  charaders, 
and  decry  the  meafures,  of  thofe  who  were 
fuppofed  to  be  friends  to  America  ;  in  order 
to  weaken  the  effed  of  their  oppofition  to  the 
ads  of  rigour  then  preparing  againft  the  Colo¬ 
nies.  This  Speech  contains  a  full  refutation 
of  the  charges  againft  that  party  with  which 
Mr.  Burke  has  all  along  aded.  In  doing  this, 
he  has  taken  a  review  of  the  effeds  of  all  the 
fchemes  which  have  been  fucceffively  adopted 
in  the  government  of  the  Plantations.  The 
fubjed  is  interefting  ;  the  matters  of  informa-^ 
tion  various,  and  important;  and  the  public 
cation  at  this  time,  the  Editor  hopes,  will  not 
be  thought  unfeafonable. 
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EDMUND  burke,  Esq, 

During  the  laft  Seffion  of  the  laft 
Parliament,  on  the  19th  of  April, 
1 774,  Mr.  Rofe  Fuller,  Menaber  for  Rye,'  made 
the  following  Motion  ;  That  an  Adt  made  in 
the  feventh  Year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefen t 
Majefty,  intituled,  An  Adi  for  granting 
‘‘  certain  Duties  in  the  Britifh  Colonies  and 
“  Plantations  in  America ;  for  allowing  a 
Drawback  of  the  Duties  of  Cuftoms  upon 
‘‘  the  Exportation  from  this  Kingdom  of 
Coffee  and  Cocoa  Nuts,  of  the  Produce  of 
‘‘  the  faid  Colonies  or  Plantations ;  fordifcon- 
‘‘  tinuihg  the  Drawbacks  payable  On  China 
‘‘  Eartheri  Ware  exported  to  America  ;  and 
for  more  effedlually  preventing  the  clandef- 
tine  Running  of  Goods  in  the  faid  Colonies 
and  Plantations might  be  read. 
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And  the  fame  being  read  accordingly ;  He 
moved,  ‘‘  That  this  Honfe  will,  upon  this  day 
fevennight,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  confideratioa 
the  duty  of  3  d,  per  pound  weight  upon  tea, 
payable  in  all  h^  Majefty’s  Dominions  in 
‘‘  America,  impofed  by  the  faid  A£t ;  and  alfo 
the  appropriation  of  the  faid  duty/’ 

On  this  latter  motion  a  warm  and  intereft- 
ing  debate  arofe,  in  which  Mr.  Edmund 
Burke  Ipoke  as  follows  ;• 

SIR, 

I  Agree  with  the  Honourable  Gentleman  ^ 
who  Ipoke  laft,  that  this  fubje£l  is  not  new 
In  this  Houfe*  Very  difagreeably  to  this  Houfe, 
very  unfortunately  to  this  Nation,  and  to  the 
peace  and  profperity  of  this  whole  Empire,  no 
topic  has  been 'more  familiar  to  us.  For  nine 
long  years,  feffion  after  feffion,  we  have  been 
lafhed  round  and  round  this  miferable  circle  of 
occafional  arguments  and  temporary  expedi¬ 
ents.  I  am  lure  our  heads  muft  turn,  and  our 
ftomachs  naufeate  with  them.  We  have  had 
them  in  every  fhape  ;  we  have  looked  at  them 
in  every  point  of  view.  Invention  is  exhauft- 
ed  ;  reafon  is  fatigued ;  experience  has  given 

*  Charfes  Wolfran  Ccravvall;  Efc];  lately  appointed  one  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Treafury*  *  ^ 
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judgement ;  -  but  obftinacy  is  not  yet  con¬ 
quered.  •  ,  . 

•  • 

r 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  has  made  one  en¬ 
deavour  more  to  diverfify  the  form  of; this 
difgufting  argument.  He  has  thrown  out  a 
^eech  compofed  almoft  entirely  of  challenges. 
Challenges  are  ferious  things  ;  and  as  he  is  a, 
man  of  prudence  as  well  as  refolution,  I  dare 
fay  he  has  very  -well  weighed  thofe  challenges 
before  he  delivered  them.  I  had  long  the  hap- 
pinefs  to  fit  at  the  fame  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and 
to  agree  with  the  Hon.  Gentleman  on  all 
the  American  queftions.  My  fentiments,  I 
am  fure,  are  .  well  known  to  him;  and  I 
thought  I  had  been  perfedly  acquainted  with 
his.  Though  I  find  myfelf  miftaken,  he  will 
ftill  permit  me  to  ufe  the  privilege  of  an  old 
friendfliip  ;  he  will  permit  'me  to  apply  myfelf 
to  the  Houfe  under  the  fandtion  of  his  autho¬ 
rity  ;  and,  on  the  various  grounds  he  has  mea- 
fured  out,  to  fubmit  to  you  the  poor  opinions 
which  I  have  formed,  upon  a  matter  of  im¬ 
portance  enough  to  demand  the  fulleft  con- 
fideration  I  could  beftow  upon  it. 

He  has  flated  to  the  Houle  two  grounds  of 
deliberation  ;  one  narrow  and  fimple,and  merely 
confined  to  the  queftion  on  your  paper:  the 
other  more  large  and  more  complicated ;  com¬ 
prehending  the  whole  feries  of  the  parliamen¬ 
tary  proceedings  with  regard  to  America,  theif 
caufes,  and  their  confequences.  With  regard 
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to  the  latter  ground,  he  ftates  it  as  ufelcfs, 
and  thinks  it  may  be  even  dangerous,  to  enter 
into  fo  extenfive  a  field  of  enquiry.  Yet,  to 
my  furprize,  he  had  hardly  laid  down  this 
reftriftive  propofition,  to  which  his  authority 
would  have  given  fo  much  weight,  when  dl^ 
re£Hy,  and  with  the  fame  authority,  he  con¬ 
demns  it ;  and  declares  it  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  enter  into  the  moft  ample  hiftorical  detail. 
His  zeal  has  thrown  him  a  little  out  of  his 
ufual  accuracy.  In  this  perplexity  what  (hall 
we  do,  Sir,  who  are  willing  to  fubmit  to  the 
law  he  gives  us  ?  He  has  reprobated  in  one  part 
of  his  fpeech  the  rule  he  had  laid  down  for 
debate  in  the  other ;  and,  after  narrowing  the 
ground  for  all  thofe  who  are  to  ipeak  after 
him,  he  takes  an  excurfion  himfelf,  as  un¬ 
bounded  as  the  fubjedt  and  the  extent  of  his 
great  abilities. 

•  Sir,  When  I  cannot  obey  all  his  laws,  I 
will  do  the  beft  I  can.  I  will  endeavour  to 
obey  fuch  of  them  as  have  the  fanftion  of  his 
example;  and  to  flick  to  that  rule,  which, 
though  not  confiftent  with  the  other,  is  the 
moft  rational.  He  was  certainly  in  the  right 
when  he  took  the  matter  largely.  I  cannot 
prevail  on  myfelf  to  agree  with  him  in  his 
cenfure  of  his  own  condudf.  It  is  not,  he 
will  give  me  leave  to  fay,  either  ufelefs  or 
dangerous.  He  aflerts,  that  retrofpedl  is  not 
wife ;  and  the  proper,  the  only  proper,  flibjedl 
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of  encmlry  is,  not  how  we  got  into  this  dif- 
“  ficulty,  but  how  we  are  to  get  out  of  it.’* 
In  other  words,  we  are,  according  to  him,  to 
confult  our  invention,  and  to  reject  our  expe¬ 
rience.  The  mode  of  deliberation  he  recom¬ 
mends  is  diametrically  oppofite  to  every  rule  of 
reafon,^  and  every  principle  of  good  lenfe  efta- 
blifhed  amongft  mankind.  For,  that  fenfe  and 
that  reafon,  I  have  always  underftood,-  abfo- 
lutely  to  prefcribe,  w^henever  we  are  involved 
in  difficulties  from  the  meafures  we  have  pur- 
fued,  that  we  fhould  take  a  ftrift  review  of 
thofe  meafures,  in  order  to  correft  our  errors 
if  they  Ihould  be  corrigible  ;  or  at  leaft  to  avoid 
a  dull  uniformity  in  mifchief,  and  the  unpi¬ 
tied  calamity  of  being  repeatedly  caught  in  the 
fame  fnare. 

Sir,  I  will  freely  follow  the  Hon.  Gentle¬ 
man  in  his  hiflorical  difcuffion,  without  the 
leaft  management  for  men  or  meafures,  further 
than  as  they  fiiall  feem  to  me  to  deferve  it. 
But  before  1  go  into  that  large  confideratlon, 
becaufe  1  would  omit  nothing  that  can  give  the 
Houfe  fatisfaSion,  I  wifh  to  tread  the  nar¬ 
row  ground  to  w^hich  alone  the  Hon.  Gentle¬ 
man,  in  one  part  of  his  fpeech,  has  fo  ftridll/ 
confined  us. 

He  defires  to  know,  whether,  if  we  were  to 
_  repeal  this  tax,  agreeably  to  the  propofition  of 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  made  the  motion, 

the 
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the  Americans  would  not  take  poft  .on  this 
cohceflion,  in  order  to  make  a  new  attack  on 
the  next  body  of  taxes ;  and  whether  they 
would  not  call  for  a  repeal  of  the  duty  on  wine 
as  loudly  as  they  do  now  for  the  repeal  qf  the 
duty  on  tea  ?  Sir,  I  can  give  no  fecurity  on 
this  fubjeft.  But  I  will  do  all  that  I  can,  and 
all  that  can  be  fairly  demanded.  To  the  ex^ 
ferience  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  reprobates 
in  one  inftant,  and  reverts  to  in  jhe  next ;  to 
that  experience,  without  the  leaft  wavering  or 
hefitation  on  my  part,  I  fteadily  appeal ;  and 
would  to  God  there  was  tio  other  arbiter  to 
decide  on  the  vote  with  which  the  Houfe  is  to 
conclude  this' day ! 

When  Parliament  repealed  the  Stamp  A£t 
in  the  year  1766,  I  affirm,  firft,  that  the 
Americans  did  not  in  confequence  of  this  mea- 
fure  call  upon  you  to  give  up  the  former  par¬ 
liamentary  revenue  which  fubfifted  in  t^iat 
Country  ;  or  even  any  one  of  the  articles  which 
eompofe  it.  I  affirm  alfo,  that  when,  depart¬ 
ing  from  the  maxims  of  that  repeal,  you  re¬ 
vived  the  fcheme  of  taxation,  and  thereby  filled 
the  minds  of  the  Colonifts  with  new  jealoufy, 
and  all  forts  of  apprehenfions,  then  it  was  that 
they  quarreled  with  the  old  taxes,  as  well  as 
the  r;ew ;  then  it  was,  and  not  till  then,  that 
they  queftioned  all  the  parts  of  your  legiflative 
pbw^r;  and  by  the  battery  of  fuch  queftions 
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have  fhaken  the  folld  ftrudlure  of  this  Empire 
to  its  deepeft  foundations. 

Of  thofe  two  propofitions  I  (hall,  before  I 
have  done,  give  fuch  convincing,  fuch  damn¬ 
ing  proof,  that  however  the  contrary  may  be 
whiipered  in  circles,  or  bawled  in  news-papers, 
they  never  more  will  dare  to  raife  their  voices 
in  this  Houfe.  I  fpeak  wdth  great  confidence. 
I  have  reafon  for  it.  The  Minifters  are  with 
me.  "They  at  leaft  are  convinced' that  the  re¬ 
peal  of  the  Stamp  A6l  had  not,  and  that  no 
repeal  can  have,  the  confequences  which  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  defends  their  meafures 
is  fo  much  alarmed  at.  To  their  condu(^t,  I 
refer  him  for  a  conclufive  anlwer  to  his  ob- 
jedlion.  I  carry  my  proof  irrefiftibly  into  the 
very  body  of  both  Miniftry  and  Parliament ; 
not  on  any  general  reafoning  growing  out  of 
collateral  matter,  but  on  the  conduct  of  the 
Hon.  Gentleman’s  minifterial  friends  on  the 
new  revenue  itfelf. 

The  Aft  of  1767,  which  grants  this  tea 
duty,  fets  forth  in  its  preamble,  that  it  was 
expedient  to  raife  a  revenue  in  America,  for 
the  fupport  of  the  civil  government  there,  as 
well  as  for  purpofes  (till  more  extenfive.  To 
this  fupport  the  Aft  affigns  fix  branches  of  du¬ 
ties.  About  two  years  after  this  Aft  pafled, 
the  Miniftry,  I  mean  the  prefent  Miniftry, 
thought  k  expedient  to  repeal  five  of  the  du¬ 
ties. 
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ties,  and  to  leave  (for  reafons  beft  known  to 
themfelves)  only  the  fixth  {landing.  Suppofe 
any  perfon,  at  the  time  of  that  repeal,  had 
thus  addrefl'ed  the  Minifler  Condemning, 
as  you  do,  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  A£l, 
Why  do  you  venture  to  repeal  the  duties 
upon  glafs,  paper,  and  painters  colours?  Let 
your  pretence  for  the  repeal  be  what  it  will, 
are  you  not  thoroughly  convinced,  that  your 
conceffions  will  produce,  not  fatisfadion,  but 
infolence  in  the  Americans;  and  that  the 
giving  up  thcfe  taxes  will  neceffitate  the 
giving  up  of  all  the  refl?”  This  objcftion 
was  as  palpable  then  as  it  is  now ;  and  it  was 
as  good  for  preferving  the  five  duties  as  for  re¬ 
taining*  the  fixth.  Befides,  the  Miiiiiler  wdll 
recollefl,  that  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Aft  had 
but  juft  preceded  his  repeal;  and  the  ill  policy 
of  that  meafure  (had  it  been  fo  impolitic  as  it 
has  been  reprefented),  and  the  mifchiefs  it  pro¬ 
duced,  were  quite  recent.  Upon  the  principles 
therefore  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  Upon  the 
principles  of  the  Minifter  himfelf,  the  Minifter 
‘  has  nothing  at  all  to  anfwer.  He  ftands  con¬ 
demned  by  himfelf,  and  by  all  his  aflbciates 
old  and  new,  as  a  deftroyer,  in  the  firft  truft 
of  finance,  of  the  revenues ;  and  in  the  firft 
rank  of  honour,  as  a  betrayer  of  the  dignity  of 
his  Country,  ^ 

•  Lord  North,  then  Chancellor  of  the  Etchc<|iier. 
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Moft  men,  efpecially  great  men,  do  not  al¬ 
ways  know  their  well-wifhers.  I  come  to 
rcfcue  that  Noble  Lord  out  of  the  hands  of 
tbofe  he  calls  his  friends ;  and  even  out  of  his 
own.  I  will  do  him  the  juft  ice,  he  is  denied 
at  home.  He  has  not  been  this  wicked  or  im¬ 
prudent  man.  He  knew  that  a  repeal  had  no 
tendency  to  produce  the  mifchiefs  which  give 
fo  much  alarm  to  his  Honourable  friend.  His 
work  was  not  bad  in  its  principle,  but  imper- 
fed  in  its  execution ;  and  the  motion  on  your 
paper  prefles  him  only  to  compleat  a  proper 
plan,  which,  by  fome  unfortunate  and  unac¬ 
countable  error,  he  had  left  unfinilhed, 

I  hope.  Sir,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  Ipokc 
laft,  is  thoroughly  fatisfied,  and  fatisfied  out 
of  the  proceedings  of  Miniftry  on  their  own  fa¬ 
vourite  Ad,  that  his  fears  from  a  repeal  are 
groundlefs.  If  he  is  not,  I  leave  him,  and  the 
Noble  Lord  who  fits  by  him,  to  fettle  the  mat¬ 
ter,  as  well  as  they  can,  together;  for  if  the 
repeal  of  American  taxes  deftroys  all  our  go¬ 
vernment  in  America  —  He  is  the  man! — ^ 
and  he  is  the  worft  of  all  the  repealers,  be- 
caufe  he  is  the  laft. 

But  I  hear  it  rung  continually  in  my  ears, 
now  and  formerly, ~  the  Preamble!  what 
will  become  of  the  Preamble,  if  you  repeal 
this  Tax?”  — I  am  ferry  to  be  compelled  fo 
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often  to  expofe  the  calamities  and  dilgraces  of 
Parliament.  The  preamble  of  this  law,  ftand- 
ing  as  it  now  ftands,  has  the  lie  direft  given  to 
it  by  the  provifionary  part  of  the  Adi ;  if  that 
can  be  called  provifionary  which  makes  no 
provifion.  I  fhonld  be  afraid  to  exprefs  my- ' 
ielf  in  this  manner,  elpecially  in  the  face  of 
fuch  a  formidable  array  of  ability  as  is  now 
drawn  up  before  me,  compofed  of  the  antient 
houfehold  troops  of  that  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and 
the  new  recruits  from  this,  if  the  matter  were 
not  clear  and  indifputable.  Nothing  but  truth 
could  give  me  this  firmnefs;  but  plain  truth 
and  clear  evidence  can  be  beat  down  by  no  abi¬ 
lity.  The  Clerk  will  be  fo  good  as  to  turn  to 
the  Adt,  and  to  read  this  favourite  preamble: 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  a  revenue  Jhould 
he  raijedin your  Majejly" s  Dominions  in  America^ 
for  making  a  more  certain  and  adequate  provifion 
for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  adminiftration 
of  juftice,  and  fupport  of  civil  government,  in 
fuch  Provinces  where  it  fhall  be  found  necejfiary ; 
and  towards  further  defraying  the  expences  of 
defending,  protedling,*  and  fecuring  the  faid 
Dominions. 

You  have  heard  this  pompous  performance. 
Now  where  is  the  revenue  which  is  to  do  all 
thefe  mighty  things  ?  Five  fixths  repealed  — - 
abandoned — funk — gone — loft  for  ever.  Does 
the  poor  folitary  tea  duty  fupport  the  purpofes 
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-of  this  preamble?  Is  not  the  lupply  there  dated 
‘as  effectually  abandoned  as  if  the  tea^duty  had 
perifhed  in  the  general  wreck?  Here,  Mr, 
'Speaker,  is  a  precious  mockery — -a  preamble 
without  an  aCt — taxes  granted  in  order  to  be 
repealed  —  and  the  reafons  of  the  grant  ftill 
carefully  kept  up !  This  is  railing  a  revenue  in 
-America!  This  is  preferving  dignity  in  Eng¬ 
land!  If  you  repeal  this  tax  in  compliance 
with  the  motion,  I  readily  admit  that  you 
lofe  this  fair  preamble.  Eftimate  your  lofs  in 
it.  The  object  of  the  aCt  is  gone  already ;  and 
all  you  fuffer  is  the  purging  the  Statute-book 
of  the  opprobrium  of  an  empty,  abfurd,  and 
falfe  recitah 

*  V 

It  has  been  faid  again  and  again,  that  the 
live  Taxes  were  repealed  on  commercial  prin¬ 
ciples.  It  is  fo  faid  in  the  paper  in  my  hand*; 
a  paper  which  I  conftantly  carry  about ;  which 
I  have  often  ufed,  and  lhall  often  ufe  again. 
What  is  got  by  this  paltry  pretence  of  com¬ 
mercial  principles  I  know  not  ;  for,  if  your 
government  in  America  is  deftroyed  by  the  re¬ 
peal  of  Taxes^  it  is  of  no  confequence  upon 
what  ideas  the  repeal  is  grounded.  Repeal 
this  Tax  too  upon  commercial  principles  if 
you  pleafe.  Thefe  principles  will  ferve  as  well 
now  as  they  did  formerly.  But  you  know 

i  f 
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that,  either  your  objefhon  to  a  repeal  frOm 
thcfe  fuppofed  confequences  has  no  validity,  op 
that  this  pretence  never  could  remove  k.  This 
commercial  motive  never  w^as  believed  by  any 
man,  either  in  Anaerica,  which  this  Letter  is 
meant  to  foothe,  or  in  England,  which  It  is 
meant  to  deceive.  It  was  impoffible  it  fliould. 
Eecaufe  every  man,  in  the  leafl  acquainted 
with  the  detail  of  Commerce,  muft  know, 
that  ftveral  of  the  articles  on  which  the  Tax 
was  repealed  were  fitter  objeGs  of  Duties  than 
almoft  any  other  articles  that  could  poflibly  be 
cbofen ;  without  comparifon  more  fo,  than  the 
Tea  that  was  left  taxed;  as  infinitely  lefs  lia¬ 
ble  to  be  eluded  by  contraband.  The  Tax 
upon  Red  and  White  Lead  was  of  this  nature. 
You  have,  in  this  kingdom,  an  advantage  in 
Lead,  that  amounts  to  a  monopoly.  When 
you  find  yourfelf  in  this  fituation  of  advantage, 
you  fometimes  venture  to  tax  even  your  own 
export.  You  did  fo,  foon  after  the  laft  war; 
.when,  upon  this  principle,  you  ventured  to 
impofe  a  duty  on  Coals.  In  all  the  articles  of 
American  contraband  trade,  whoever  heard  of 
the  fmuggling  of  Red  Lead,  and  White  Lead  ? 
Y  ou  might,  therefore,  well  enough,  without 
danger  of  contraband,  and  without  injury  to 
Commerce  (if  this  were  the  whole  confidera- 
tion)  have  taxed  thefe  commodities.  The 
fame  may  be  faid  of  Glafs.  Befides,  fome  of 
the  things  taxed  were  fo  trivial,  that  the  lofs 
of  the  objefts  themfelves  and  their  utter  anni¬ 
hilation 
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hilalibn  out  of  x^merican  Commerce,  would 
have  been  comparatively  as* nothing.  But  is 
the  article  of  Tea  fuch  an  objeft  in  the  Trade 
of  England,  as  not  to  be  felt,  or  felt  but 
nightly,  like  White  Lead,  and  Red  Lead,  and 
Painters  Colours  ?  Tea  is  an  objefl:  of  far  other 
importance.  Tea  is  perhaps  the  moft  impor¬ 
tant  objeft,  taking  it  with  its  neceffary  con¬ 
nexions,  of  any  in  the  mighty  circle  of  our 
Commerce.  If  commercial  principles  had  been 
the  true  motives  to  the  Repeal,  or  had  they 
been- at  all  attended'  to.  Tea  would  have  been 
the  laft  article  we  (hould  have  left  taxed  for  a 
fubjeX  of  controverly. 

Sir,  it  is  not  a  pleafant  confideration ;  but 
nothing  in  the  world  can  read  fo  awful  and  fo 
inftruftive  a  leflbn,  as  the  conduX  of  Miniftry 
in  this  bufinels^  upon  the  mifchief  of  not  hav- 
ing  large  and  liberal  ideas  in  the  management 
of  great  affairs*  Never  have  the  fervants  df 
the  ftate  looked  at  the  whole  of  your  compli¬ 
cated  interefts  in  one  conneXed  view.  They 
have  taken  things,  by  bits  and  fcraps,  fome  af 
one  time  and  one  pretence,  and  fome  at  ano¬ 
ther,  juft  as  they  prefied,  without  any  fort  of 
'regard  to  their  relations  or  dependencies.  They 
never  had  any  kind  of  fvftem,  right  or  wrong  ; 
but  only  invented  occafionally  fome  mifcrable 
tale  for  the  day,  in  order  meanly  to  fneak  out 
©f  difficulties^  into  which  they  had  proudly 
ftrutted*  And  they  were  put  to  all  theft 
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fliifts  and  devices,  full  of  meannefs  and  full  of 
mlfchief,  in  order  to  pilfer  piecemeal  a  repeal 
of  an  ad,  which  they  had  not  the  generous 
courage,  when  they  found  and  felt  their  error, 
honourably  and  fairly  to  difclaim.  By  fuch 
management,  by  the  Irrefiftible  operation  of 
feeble  councils,  fo  paltry  a  fum  as  three-pence 
in  the  eyes  of  a  financier,  fo  infignificant  an 
^irticle  as  tea  in  the  eyes  of  a  philofopher,  have 
fhaken  the  pillars  of  a  Commercial  Empire  that 
circled  the  whole  globe. 

Do  you  forget  that,  in  the  very  lafl:  year, 
you  flood  on  the  precipice  of  general  bank¬ 
ruptcy?  Your  danger  was  indeed  great.  You 
were  diftreffed  in  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company ;  and  you  well  know  what  fort  of 
things  are  involved  in  the  comprehenfive  energy 
of  that  fignificant  appellation.  I  am  not  called 
upon  to  enlarge  to  you  on  that  danger,  which 
you  thought  proper  yourfelves  to  aggravate, 
and  to  difplay  to  the  world  with  all  the  parade 
of  indifcreet  declamation.  The  monopoly  of 
the  moft  lucrative  trades,  and  the  pofleflion  of 
imperial  revenues,  had  brought  you  to  the 
verge  of  beggary  and  ruin.  Such  was  your 
reprefentation  —  fuch,  in  fome  meafure,  was 
your  cafe.  The  vent  of  Ten  Millions  of 
^  pounds  of  this  commodity,  now  locked  up  by 
the  operation  of  an  injudicious  Tax,  and  rot¬ 
ting  in  the  warehoufes  of  the  Company,  would 
have  prevented  all  this  diftrefs,  and  all  that 
7  ferie^ 
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fcries  of  defperate  meafures  which  you  thought 
yourfelves  obliged  to  take  in  confequence  of  it. 
America  would  have  furniflied  that  vent,  which 
no  other  part  of  the  world  can  furnifli  but 
America;  w^here  Tea  is  next  to  a  necefl'ary  of 
life;  and  where  the  demand  grows  upon  the 
fupply.  I  hope  our  dear-bought  Eaft  India 
Committees  have  done  us  at  leaft  fo  much 
good,  as  to  let  us  know%  that  without  a  more 
extenfive  fale  of  that  article  our  Eaft  India  re¬ 
venues  and  acquifitions  can  have  no  certain 
connexion  with  this  country.  It  is  through 
the  American  trade  of  Tea  that  your  Eaft  In¬ 
dia  conquefts  are  to  be  prevented  from  crufti- 
ing  you  with  their  burthen.  They  are  pon¬ 
derous  indeed ;  and  they  muft  have  that  great 
country  to  lean  upon,  or  they  tumble  upon 
your  head.  It  is  the  fame  folly  that  has  loft 
you  at  once  the  benefit  of  the  Weft  and  of  the 
Eaft.  This  folly  has  thrown  open  foiding- 
doors  to  contraband;  and  will  be  the  means  of 
giving  the  profits  of  the  trade  of  your  Colo¬ 
nies,  to  every  nation  but  yourfelves.  Never 
did  a  people  fuffer  fo  much  for  the  empty  words 
^  of  a  preamble.  It  muft  be  given  up.  For  on 
what  principle  does  it  ftand?  This  famous  re¬ 
venue  ftands,  at  this  hour,  on  all  the  debate, 
as  a  defcription  of  revenue  not  as  yet  known 
in  all  the  comprehenfive  (but  too  comprehen- 
five  !)  vocabulary  of  finance — a  preambulary 
tax.  It  is  indeed  a  tax  of  fophiftry,  a  tax  of 
pedantry,  a  tax  of  difputation,  a  tax  of  war 

B  %  and 


[  20  } 

iind  rebellion,  a  tax  for  any  thing  but  benefit 
to  the  impofers,  or  fatisfadion  to  the  fubjed. 


Well!  but  whatever  it  is,  gentlemen  will 
force  the  Colonifts  to  take  the  Teas.  You 
will  force  them  ?  has  feven  years  ftruggle  been 
yet  able  to  force  them?  O  but  it  feems  we 
“  are  in  the  right.  — The  tax  is  trifling — in 

effed  it  is  rather  an  exoneration  than  an  im- 

/ 

pofition;  three-fourths  of  the  duty  formv",rly 
payable  on  teas  exported  to  America  is 
taken  off;  the  place  of  colledion  is  only 
fhifted ;  inflead  of  the  retention  of  a  fliilling 
‘‘  from  the  draw- back  here,  it  is  three -pence 
cuftom  paid  in  America.”  All  this,  Sir,  is 
very  true.  But  this  is  the  very  folly  and  mlf- 
chief  of  the  ad.  Incredible  as  it  may  feem, 
you  know,  that  you  have  deliberately  thrown 
away  a  large  duty  which  you  held  fecure  and 
quiet  in  your  hands,  for  the  vain  hope  of  get¬ 
ting  one  three- fourths  lefs,  through  every  ha¬ 
zard,  through  certain  litigation,  and  poffibly 
through  war. 


The  manner  of  proceeding  in  the  duties  on 
paper  and  glafs  impofed  by  the  fame  ad,  was 
exadly  in  the  fame  fpirlt.  There  are  heavy 
excifes  on  thofe  articles  when  ufedin  England. 
On  e.xport  thefe  excifes  are  drawn  back.  But 
inflead  of  withholding  the  draw-back,  which 
might  have  been  done,  with  eafe,  without 
charge,  without  pofTibility  of  fmuggling ;  and 
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kiftead  of  applying  the  money  (money  already 
in  your  hands)  according  to  your  pleafure,  you 
began  your  operations  in  finance  by  flinging 
away  your  revenue;  you  allowed  the  whole 
drawrback"  on  export,  and  then  you  charged 
the  duty,  (which  you  had  before  difcharged,) 
payable  in  the  Colonies;  where  it  was  certain 
the  colleftion  would  devour  it  to  the  bone;  if 
any  revenue  were  ever  fuffered  to  be  colledled 
at  all.  One  fpirit  pervades  and  animates  the 
whole  mafs. 

Could  any  thing  be  a  fubjedt  of  more  juft 
alarm  to  America,  than  to  lee  you  go  out  of 
the  plain  high  road  of  finance,  and  give  up 
your  moft  certain  revenues  and  your  cleareft 
interefts,  merely  for  the  fake  of  infulting  your 
Colonies?  No  man  ever  doubted  that  the  com¬ 
modity  of  tea  could  bear  an  impofition  of  three¬ 
pence.  But  no  commodity  will  bear  three¬ 
pence,  or  will  bear  a  penny,  when  the  gene¬ 
ral  feelings  of  men  are  Irritated,  and  two  mil¬ 
lions  of  people  are  refolved  not  to  pay.  The 
feelings  of  the  Colonies  were  formerly  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  Great  Britain.  Theirs  were  formerly 
the  feelings  of  Mr.  Hampden  when  called 
upon  for  the  payment  of  twenty  flaillings. 
Would  ‘  twenty  lliiliings  have  ruined  Mr. 
Hampden's  fortune?  No!  but  the  payment  of 
half  twenty  Ihillings,  on  the  principle  it  was 
demanded,  would  have  made  him  a  flave.  It 
is  the  weight  of  that  preamble,  of  which  you 
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are  fo  fond,  and  not  the  weight  of  the  duty, 
that  the  Americans  are  unable  and  unwilling 
to  bear. 

It  is  then,  Sir,  upon  the  principle  of  this 
meafure,  and  nothing  elfe,  that  we  are  at  if- 
fue.  It  is  a  principle  of  political  expediency. 
Your  adt  of  1767  afferts,  that  it  is  expedient 
to  raife  a  revenue  in  America ;  your  a£l  of 
1769,  which  takes  away  that  revenue,  con- 
tradids  the  ad  of  1767;  and,  by  fomething 
X  much  ftronger  than  words,  aflerts,  that  it  is 
not  expedient.  It  is  a  reflexion  upon  your 
wifdom  to  perfifl:  in  a  folemn  parliamentary 
declaration  of  the  expediency  of  any  object, 
for  which,  at  the  fame  time,  you  make  no 
fort  of  provifion.  And  pray,  Sir,  let  not  this 
circumftance  efcape  you  ;  it  is  very  material ; 
that  the  preamble  of  this  ad,  which  we  wi(h 
to  repeal,  is  not  declaratory  of  a  rights  as  foine 
gentlemen  feem  to  argue  it;  it  is  only  a  recital 
of  the  expediency  of  a  certain  exercile  of  a  right 
fuppofed  already  to  have  been  aflerted;  an  ex^  ^ 
ercife  you  are  now  contending  for  by  ways  and 
means,  w'hich  you  confefs,  though  they  were 
obeyed,  to  be  utterly  infufficient  for  their  pur^ 
pofe.  You  are  therefore  at  this  moment  in  the 
aukward  fituation  of  fighting  for  a  phantom ; 
a  quiddity;  a  thing  that  wants,  not  only  a 
fubftance,  but  even  a  name ;  for  a  thing, 
which  is  neither  abftrad  right,  nor  profitable 
enjoyment. 
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They  tell  you.  Sir,  that  your  dignity  Is  tied 
to  it.  I  know  not  how  it  happens,  but  this  dig¬ 
nity  of  yours  Is  a  terrible  incumbrance  to  you; 
for  it  has  of  late  been  ever  at  war  with  your 
intereft,  your  equity,  and  every  idea  of  your 
policy.  Shew  the  thing  you  contend  for  to  be 
reafon ;  (hew  it  to  be  common  fenfe  ;  (hew  it 
to  be  the  means  of  attaining  fome  ufeful  end ; 
and  then  I  am  content  to  allow  it  what  dignity 
you  pleafe.  But  what  dignity  is  derived  from 
the  perfeverance  in  ablurdity  is  more  than 
ever  I  could  difeern.  The  Hon.  Gentleman 
has  faid  well — indeed,  In  moft  of  \i\^  general 
obfervations  I  agree  with  him — he  fays,  that 
this  fubjecl  does  not  ftand  as  it  did  formerly. 
Oh,  certainly  not !  every  hour  you  continue 
on  this  ill-chofen  ground,  your  difficulties 
thicken  on  you  ;  and  therefore  my  conclufion 
is,  remove  from  a  bad  pofition  as  quickly  as 
you  can.  The  dlfgrace,  and  the  neceffity  of 
yielding,  both  of  them,  grow  upon  you  every 
hour  of  your  delay. 


But  will  you  repeal  the  a£t,  fays  the 
Hon.  Gentleman,  at  this  inftant  when  Ame¬ 
rica  is  in  open  retiftance  to  your  authority, 
and  that  you  have  juft  revived  your  fyftem  of 
taxation  r  He  thinks  he  has  driven  us  into  a 
corner.  But  thus  pent  up,  I  am  content  to 
meet  him  ;  becaufe  I  enter  the  lifts  fupported 
by  my  old  authority,  his  new  frieiids,  the  mi- 
nifters  themfelves.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  re- 
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members,  that  about  five  years  ago  as  great 
difturbances  as  the  prefent  prevailed  in  i\me- 
rica  on  account  of  the  new  taxes.  The  minis¬ 
ters  reprefented  thefe  difturbances  as  treafon-^* 
able  ;  and  this  Houfe  thought  proper,  on  that 
reprefentacion,  to  make  a  fiimous  addrefs  for 
a  revival,  and  for  a  new  application  of  a  ftatnte 
of  H.  VJIl.  We  befought  the  King,  in  that 
well-confidered  addrefs,  to  inquire  into  trea^ 
fons,  and  to  bring  the  fuppofed  traitors  from 
America  to  Great  Britain  for  trial.  His  Ma- 
jefty  was  pleafed  gracioufly  to  promife  a  com-«- 
pliance  with  our  requeft.  All  the  attempts 
from  this  fide  of  the  Houfe  to  refill  thefe  vio¬ 
lences,  and  to  bring  about  a  repeal,  were 
treated  with  the  utmoft  fcorn.  An  appre- 
henfion  of  the  very  confequences  now  ftated 
by  the  Hon,  Gentleman,  was  then  given  as  a 
reafon  for  (hutting  the  door  againft  all  hope 
of  fuch  an  alteration.  And  fo  ftrong  was  the 
fpirit  for  fupporting  the  new  taxes,  that  the 
feffion  concluded  with  the  following  remark¬ 
able  declaration.  After  fiating  the  vigorous 
m€afures  which  had  been  purfued,  the  Speech 
from  the  throne  proceeds : 

have  ajjured  me  of  your  firm  fupport  in 
ibe  pipfecution  of  them.  Nothings  in  my  opinion., 
(oidd  he  more  lihely  to  enable  the  well-difpofed 
among  tny  fiibjcdts  in  that  part  of  the  world.,  ef 
fe  cilia  lly  to  dlj  courage  and  defeat  the  defgfis  of  the 
factious  tind  fediiiouh  than  thi^  hearts  concurrence 
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of  every  branch  of  the  'Legi/latiircy  in  maintain^ 
Ing  the  execution  of  the  laws  in  every  fart  of 
my  dominions^ 

After  this  no  man  dreamt  that  a  repeal  under 
'this  miniftry  could  poffibly  take  .place.  The 
Hon.  Gentleman  knows  as  well  as  I,  that  the 
idea  was  utterly  exploded  by  thofe  who  fway 
the  Houfe.  This  Speech  was  made  on  the 
ninth  day  of  May,  1769.  Five  days  after  this 
Speech,  that  is,  on  the  13th  of  the  fame 
month,  the  public  Circular  Letter,  a  part  of 
which  I  am  going  to  read  to  you,  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  Lord  Hilifborbugh,  Secretary*  of  State 
for  the  Colonies.  After  reciting  the  fubftance 
of  the  King’s  Speech,  he  goes  on  thus : 

I  can  iahe  upon  me  to  ajfure  you^  nofwith^ 
fanding  infinuations  to  the  contrary^  from  men 
“  with  factious  and  feditious  views,  that  his 
Majefiy  s  prefent  adminiftration  have  at  no 
time  entertained  a  defign  to  propofe  to  par- 
liament  to  lay  any  further  taxes  upon 
America,  for  the  purpofe  of  RAISING  A 
REVENUE;  and  that  it  is  at  prefent  their 
intention  to  propofe^  the  next  Sejion  of  Par- 
liament^  to  take  o  f  the  duties  upon  glafs^  paper ^ 
and  colours,  upon  conf  deration  of  fuch  duties 
having  been  laid  contrary  to  the  true  prin- 
ciples  of  Commerce. 
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Thefe  have  always  been^  and  ftill  are, 
the  fenthnenis  of  his  Majefty’s  prefent  fer- 
vants  ;  and  by  which  their  conduh  in  refpe(3: 
to  America  has  been  governed.  And  his 
Majefty  relies  upon  your  prudence  and  fidelity 
for  fucb  an  explanation  ^his  meafures^  as  may 
tend  to  remove  the  prejudices  which  have  been 
excited  by  the  mifreprefentations  of  thofe  who 
are  enemies  to  the  peace  and  profperity  of 
‘  ^  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies ;  and  to  re-- 
eflablijh  that  mutual  confidence  and  afFeilion, 
upon  which  the  glory  and  fafty  of  the  Britijh 
empire  dependd^ 

Here,  Sir,  is  a  canonical  book  of  minifterlal 
fcripture ;  the  general  epiftle  to  the  Americans. 
What  does  the  gentleman  fay  to  it  ?  Here  a 
repeal  is  promifed ;  promifed  without  condi¬ 
tion  ;  and  while  your  authority  was  actually 
refilled.  I  pafs  by  the  public  promife  of  a 
Peer  relative  to  the  repeal  of  taxes  by  this 
Houfe,  I  pafs  by  the  ufe  of  the  King’s  name 
in  a  matter  of  fupply,  that  facred  and  referved 
right  of  the  Commons.  I  conceal  the  ridi¬ 
culous  figureof  Parliament,  hurling  its  thunders 
at  the  gigantic  rebellion  of  America;  and 
then  five  days  after,  proftrate  at  the  feet  of 
thofe  afl'emblies  we  affedled  to  delpife;  begging 
them,  by  the  Intervention  of  our  minifterial 
fureties,  to  receive  our  fubmiffion  ;  and  heartily 
promifing  amendment.  Thefe  might  have 


[  27  3 

been  ferlous  matters  formerly ;  but  we  are 
grown  wifer  than  our  fathers.  Faffing,  there¬ 
fore,  from  the  conftitutional  confideration  to 
the  mere  policy,  does  not  this  Letter  Imply, 
that  the  idea  of  taxing  America  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  revenue  is  an  abominable  prcjeft  ;  when 
the  Miniftry  fuppofe  none  but faBious  men^  and 
with  feditious  views,  could  charge  them  with 
it?  does  not  this  Letter  adopt  and  fanflify 
the  American  diftindion  of  taxing  for  a  re¬ 
venue  ?  does  it  not  formally  reje<ft  all  future 
taxation  on  that  principle  ?  does  it  not  ftate 
the  minlfterial  rejedlion  of  fuch  principle  of 
taxation,  not  as  the  occafional,  but  the  con- 
ftant  opinion  of  the  King’s  fervants?  does  it 
not  fay  (I  care  not  how  conliftently),  but  does 
it  not  fay,  that  their  conduft  with  regard  to 
America  has  been  always  govtYntd.  by  this  po¬ 
licy  ?  It  goes  a  great  deal  further.  Thefe  ex¬ 
cellent  and  trufty  fervants  of  the  King,  juftly 
fearful  left  they  themfelves  fhould  have  loft  all 
credit  with  the  world,  bring  out  the  image  of 
their  gracious  Sovereign  from  the  inmoft  and 
moft  facred  ftirine,  and  they  pawn  him,  as  a 
fecurlty  for  their  promifes — His  Majefy  re- 
‘‘  lies  on  your  prudence  and  fidelity  for  fuch 
an  explanation  of  his  meafures.”  Thefe  fen- 
timents  of  the  Minifter,  and  thefe  meafures  of 
his  Majefty,  can  only  relate' to  the  principle 
and  praftice  of  taxing  for  a  revenue ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  Lord  Botetourt,  ftating  it  as  fuch, 
did  with  great  propriety,  and  in  the  exaft 
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fpirit  of  his  Infl;ru£lions,  endeavour  to  remove 
the  fears  of  the  Virginian  aflembly,  left  the 
lentiments,  which  it  feems  (unknown  to  the 
world)  had  always  been  thofe  of  the  Minifters, 
and  by  which  their  condudl  in  refpe^  to  America 
had  been  governed^  ftiould  by  forne  poflible  re^ 
volution,  favourable  to  wicked  American 
taxers,  be  hereafter  counteradled.  He  ad^ 
drefles  them  in  this  manner  : 

It  fnay  pojfihly  he  ohjehled,  that  as  his  Majejlfs 
,  prefent  adrninijiration  are  not  immortal,  their 
fuccejfors  may  he  inclined  to  attempt  to  undo  what 
the  prefent  Minifers  fjall  have  attempted  to  per^ 
form ;  and  to  that  objedlion  I  can  give  but  this 
anfwer:  that  it  is  my  firm  opinion^  that  the  plait 
I  have  fated  to  you  will  certainly  take  place,  and 
that  it  will  never  be  departed from ;  and  fo  deter^ 
mined  am  I  for  ever  to  abide  by  it,  that  I  will 
be  content  to  be  declared  infamous,  if  I  do  not,  tg 
the  laf  hour  of  my  life,  at  all  times,  in  all  places, 
and  upon  all  occajions,  exert  every  power  with 
which  1  either  am,  or  ever  foall  be  legally  invejied, 
in  order  to  obtain  and  maintain  for  the  Continent 
of  America  that  fatisfadtion  which  I  have  been 
author  fed  to  promife  this  day,  by  the  confiden¬ 
tial  fervants  of  our  gracious  Sovereign,  who  to  my 
certain  knowledge  rates  his  honour,  fo  high,  that 
he  would  rather  part  with  his  crown,  than  pre- 
ferve  it  by  deceit 

A  glo- 

^  A  material  point  is  omitted  by  Mr.  Burke  in  this  fpeech,  viz, 
the  man?ier  ix  vj/jIc/j  the  Co?ithiC}it  rcceh'cdjhis  royal  a  [fur anec.  The 
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A  glorious  and  true  charadter!  which  ({inc?e 
we  fufter  his  Minifters  with  impunity  to  an- 
fwer  for  his  ideas  of  taxation)  we  ought  to 
make  it  our  butinefs  to  enable  his  Majefty  to 
preferve  in  all  its  luftre.  Let  him  have  cha- 
radler,  fince  ours  is  no  more  !  Let  fome  part  of 
government  be  kept  in  refpeft ! 

This  Epiftle  was  not  the  Letter  of  Lord 
Hillfborough  folely  ;  though  he  held  the  offi¬ 
cial  pen.  It  was  the  letter  of  the  noble  Lord 
upon  the  floor  ^nd  of  all  the  King’s  then 
Minifters,  who  (with  I  think  the  exception  of 
two  only)  are  his  Minifters  at  this  hour.  The 
very  flrft  news  that  a  Britifli  Parliament  heard 
of  what  it  was  to  do  with  the  duties  which  it 
had  given  and  granted  to  the  King,  was  by  the 
publication  of  the  votes  of  American  afl'emblies. 
It  was  in  America  that  your  refolutiohs  were 
pre-declared.  It  was  from  thence  that  wg 


Aflembly  of  Virginia,  in  their  Addrefs  in  snfwer  to  Lord  Bote¬ 
tourt’s  Speech,  exprefs  themfelves  thus  :  “  We  will  not  fuffer  our 
♦  prefent  hopes,  ariling  from  the  pleahng  profpedl  your  Lordfhip 
**  hath  fo  kindly  opened  and  difplayed  to  us,  to  be  dafhed  by  the 
“  bitter  refledVion  that  any  future  adminiilration  will  entertain  a 
“  wilh  to  dej:»irt  from  \h.a.i  plan^  which  affords  the  fureft  and  mod 
“  permanent  foundation  of  public  tranquillity  and  happinefs  :  No, 
“  my  Lord,  our  mef  gracious So=vereig7i^  under  whatever 

“  changes  may  happen  in  his  confidential  fervants,  will  remain  im- 
“  mutable  In  the  ways  of  truth  and  jufiice,  and  that  he  is  incap'ahie 
“  of  deceiving  his  faithful fuhjefls ;  and  we  efieem  your  Lordlhip’s 
“  information  not  only  as  warranted,  but  even  fandtified  tJje 
“  royal  Kvord” 
f  Lord  North, 

knew 
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knew  to  a  certainty,  how  much  exactly,  and 
not  a  fcruple  more  nor  lefs,  we  were  to  repeal. 
We  were  unworthy  to  be  let  into  the  fecret  of 
our  own  condu£l.  The  aflemblies  had  confix 
dential  communications  from  his  Majefty’s 
confidential  lervants.  We  were  nothing  but  in- 
flruments.  Do  you,  after  this,  w’onder  that 
you  have  no  weight  and  no  refpcft  in  the  Co* 
lonies?  After  this,  are  you  furprized,  that 
Parliament  is  every  day  and  every  where  lofing 
(I  feel  it  with  forrow,  I  utter  it  with  reluc¬ 
tance)  that  reverential  affedlion,  which  fo  en¬ 
dearing  a  name  of  authority  ought  ever  to 
carry  with  it;  that  you  are  obeyed  folely  from 
•refpedl:  to  the  bayonet;  and  that  this  Houfe, 
the  ground  and  pillar  of  freedom,  is  itfelf  held 
up  only  by  the  treacherous  under*  pinning  and 
clumfy  buttrefles  of  arbitrary  power  ? 

If  this  dignity,  which  Is  to  ftand  in  the 
place  of  juft  policy  and  common  fenfe,  had 
been  consulted,  there  was  a  time  for  preferv- 
ing  it,  and  for  reconciling  it  with  any  con- 
ceffion.  If  in  the  feffion  of  1768,  that  leffiou 
of  idle  terror  and  empty  menaces,  you  had,  as 
you  were  often  prelfed  to  do,  repealed  thele 
taxes  ;  then  your  ftrong  operations  would  have 
come  juftified  and  enforced,  in  cafe  your  con- 
ceffions  had  been  returned  by  outrages.  But,, 
prepofteroufly,  you  began  with  violence  ;  and 
before  terrors  could  have  any  effeft,  either  good 
or  bad,  your  minifters  immediately  begged 


[  3^ 

pardon,  and  promifed  that  repeal  to  the  obftl- 
nate  Americans  which  they  had  refilled  in  an 
eafy,  good-natured,  complying  Britifh  Parlia¬ 
ment.  The  affemblies  which  had  been  pub¬ 
licly  and  avowedly  diflblved  for  their  contu¬ 
macy,  are  called  together  to  receive  your 
fubmiffion.  Your  minlfterialdiredlors  bluftered 
like  tragic  tyrants  here ;  and  then  went  mump¬ 
ing  with  a  fore  leg  in  America,  canting,  and 
whining,  and  complaining  of  fadlion,  which 
reprefented  them  as  friends  to  a  revenue  from 
the  Colonies.  I  hope  ■  nobody  in  this  Houfe 
will  hereafter  have  the  impudence  to  defend 
American  taxes  in  the  name  of  Miniftry.  The 
moment  they  do,  with  this  letter  of  attorney 
in  my  hand,  I  will  tell  them,  in  the  autho- 
rifed  terms,  they  are  wretches,  with  fadtious 
and  fed  it  ions  views  *  enemies  to  the  peace 
and  profperity  of  the  Mother  Country  and 
the  Colonies,”  and  fubverters  ‘‘  of  the 
mutual  affedlion  and  confidence  on  which 
the  glory  and  fafety  of  the  Britifh  Empire 
depend.” 

After  this  Letter,  the  queftion  is  no  more  on 
propriety  or  dignity!  They  are  gone  already. 
The  faith  of  your  Sovereign  is  pledged  for  the 
political  principle.  The  general  declaration  in 
the  Letter  goes  to  the  whole  of  it.  You  muftr 
therefore  either  abandon  the  fcheme  of  taxing ; 
or  you  mu  ft  fend  the  Minifters  tarred  and 
feathered  to  America,  who  dared  to  hold  out 

the 
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the  Royal  Faith  for  a  renunciation  of  all  taxes 
for  revenue.  Them  you  muft  punifh,  or  this 
faith  you  muft  preferve.  The  prefervation  of 
this  faith  is  of  more  confequence  than  the  du¬ 
ties  on  red  lead^  or  white  lead^  or  on  broken 
ghifs-,  or  atlas  ordinary^  or  demi-fine^  or  blue* 
royalj  or  hafiard^  or  fooVs-cap^  which  you 
have  given  up|;  or  the  three-pence  on  tea 
which  you  retained.  The  Letter  wentftampt 
with  the  public  authority  of  this  kingdom* 
The  inftrudlions  for  the  Colony  government  go 
under  no  other  findlion ;  and  America  cannot 
believe,  and  will  not  obey  you,  if  you  do  not 
preferve  this  channel  of  communication  facred* 
You  are  now  puniihing  the  Colonies  for 
adling  on  diftindions,  held  out  by  that  very 
Miniftry  which  is  here  fhining  in  riches, 
in  favour,  and  in  power;  and  urging  the  pu- 
nlfhment  of  the  very  offence,  to  which  they 
had  themfelves  been  the  tempters. 

Sir,  If  reafons  refpeding  fimply  your  own 
commerce,  which  is  your  own  convenience^ 
were  the  foie  grounds  of  the  repeal  of  the  five 
duties  ;  why  does  Lord  Hillfborough,  in  dif- 
claiming  In  the  name  of  the  King  and  MinU 
ftry  their  ever  having  had  an  intent  to  tax  for 
revenue,  mention  it  as  the  means  ofre-efta- 

blifhing  the  confidence  and  affedion  of  the 

Colonies?”  Is  it  a  way  of  foothing  others^ 
to  afliire  them  that  you  will  take  good  care 
oi yourjelf?  The  medium,  the  only  medium^ 

for 
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fbf  regaining  their  afFeftiori  and  confidence 
that  you  will  take  off  fomething  oppreffive  to 
their  minds.  Slr^  the  Letter  ftrongly  enforces 
that  idea  ;  for  though  the  repeal  of  the  taxes 
is  promifed  on  commercial  principles,  yet  the 
means  of  counterafting  ‘‘  the  infiiiuations  of 
“  men  with  fadlious  and  feditious  views,”  is 
by  a  difclaimer  of  the  intention  of  taxing  for 
revenue,  as  a  conflant  invariable  fentiment  and 
rule  of  Condudi:  in  the  government  of  Ame¬ 
rica. 

I  reinembet  that  the  noble  Lord  on  the  floor, 
hot  in  a  former  debate  to  be  fute  (it  w^ould  be 
diforderly  to  refer  to  it,  I  fuppofe  I  read  it 
fomewhere),  but  the  noble  Lord  was  pleafed  td 
fay,  that  he  did  not  conceive  how  it  could  en¬ 
ter  into  the  head  of  man  to  impofe  fuch  taxes 
as  thofe  of  1767  ;  I  mean  thdfe  taxes  which 
he  voted  for  impofing^  and  voted  for  repeal¬ 
ing  ;  as  being  taxes,  contrary  to  all  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  commerce,  laid  on  Britijh  Mariufac^ 
iures. 

I  dare  fay  the  noble  Lord  Is  perfedily  well 
read,  becaufe  the  duty  of  his  particular  office 
requires  he  fliould  be  fo,  in  all  our  revenue 
laws ;  and  in  the  policy  which  is  to  be  eolledted 
out  of  them.  Now,  Sir,  when  he  had  read 
this  adl  of  American  revenue,  and  a  little  re¬ 
covered  from  his  aftonifhment,  I  fuppofe  he 
made  one  ftep  retrograde  (it  is  but  one) 
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and  looked  at  the  aft,  which  ftands  juft  before 
in  the  Statute  Book.  The  American  revenue 
'aft  is  the  forty-fifth  chapter;  the  other  to 
which  I  refer  is  the  forty-fourth  of  the  fame 
felfion.  Thefe  two  afts  are  both  to  the  fame 
purpofe ;  both  revenue  afts ;  both  taxing  out 
of  the  kingdom;  and  both  taxing'Britifti  ma- 
nufaftures  exported.  As  the  45th  is  an  aft 
for  ralfing  a  revenue  in  America,  the  44th  is 
an  aft  for  raifing  a  revenue  in  the  Ille  of  Man. 
The  two  afts  perfeftly  agree  in  all  refpefts, 
except  one.  In  the  aft  for  taxing  the  Ifte  of 
Man,  the  noble  Lord  will  find  (not,  as  in  the 
American  aft,  four  or  five  articles)  but  almoft 
the  wJoole  body  of  Britifti  manufaftures,  taxed 
from  two  and  an^  half  to  fifteen  per  cent,  and 
fome  articles,  fuch  as  that  of  fpirlts,  a  great 
deal  higher.  You  did  not  think  it  uncom¬ 
mercial  to  tax  the  whole  mafs  of  your  manu¬ 
faftures,  and,  let  me  add,  your  agriculture 
too ;  for,  I  now  recolleft,  Britilh  corn  is 
there  alfo  taxed  up  to  ten  per  cent,  and  this 
too  in  the  very  head-quarters,  the  very  citadel 
of  Imuggling,  the  Ifle  of  Man.  Now  will  the 
noble  Lord  condefcend  to  tell  me  why  he  re¬ 
pealed  the  taxes  on  your  manufaftures  fent 
out  to  America,  and  not  the  taxes  on  the  ma- 
mufaftures  exported  to  the  Ifle  of  Man?  I'he 
principle  was  exaftly  the  fame,  the  objefts 
cliarged  infinitely  more  extenfive,  the  duties 
without  comparilon  higher.  Why?  why,  not- 
withftanding  all  his  childifh  pretexts,  becaufe 
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the  taxes  were  quietly  fubrhitted  to  In  the 
Ifle  of  Man  ;  and  becaufe  they  raifed  a  flame 
in  America.  Your  reafons  were  political,  not 
commercial.  The  repeal  was  made^  as  L'ord 
Hillfborough’s  Letter  well  exprefles  it,  to  re¬ 
gain  ‘‘  the  confidence  arid  affeftion  of  the 
“  Colonies,  on  which  the  glory  and  fafety  of 
the  Britifh  Empire  depend.”  A  wife  and 
.  jufl:  motive  furely,  if  ever  there  was  fuch.'  But 
'  the  mifehief  and  diflionour  is,  that  you  have 
not  done  what  you  had  given  the  Colonies 
juft  caufe  to  exped,  when  youf  minifters  dif- 
claimed  the  idea  of  taxes  for  a  revenue^  There 
is  nothing  fimple,  nothing  manly,  nothing  in¬ 
genuous,  open,  decifive,  or  fteady,  in  the  pro-^ 
ceeding,  with  regard  either  to  the  continu¬ 
ance  or  the  repeal  of  the  taxes.  The  whole 
has  an  air  of  littlenefs  arid  fraud.  The  article 
of  tea  is  llurred  over  in  the  Circular  Letter, 
as  it  were  by  accident — nothing  is  fald  of  a 
refolution  either  to  keep  that  tax,  or  to  give 
it  up.  There  is  no  fair  dealing  in  any  part  of 
the  tranfadioDi 

‘  Tf  you  mean  to  follow  yotlr  true  motive 
and  your  public  faith,  give  up  your  tax  on 
’  tea  for  raifirig  a  revenue,  the  principle  of  which 
has,  in  effed,  been  difclaimed  in  your  name  j 
and  which  produces  you  '  no  advantage  ;  no, 
not  a  penny.  Or,  if  you  ehoofe  to  go  on  with 
a  poor  pretence  inftead  of  a  folid  reafpn,  and 
will  ftill  adhere  to  your  cant  of  commerce, 
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you  have  ten  thoufand  times  more  ftrong 
commercial  reafons  for  giving  up  this  duty  on 
tea,  than  for  abandoning  the  five  others  that 
you  have  already  renounced. 

The  American  confumption  of  teas  is  an* 
nually,  I  believe,  worth  300,000  1.  at  the  leaft 
farthing.  If  you  urge  the  American  violence 
as  a  juftification  of  your  perfeverance  in  en¬ 
forcing  this  tax,  you  know  that  you  can  never 
,  anfwer  this  plain  queftion — Why  did  you  re¬ 
peal  the  others  given  in  the  fame  aft,  whilft 
the  very  fame  violence  fubfifted  ? — But  you  did 
not  find  the  violence  ceafe  upon  that  con- 
ceffion, — No!  becaiife  the  conceflSon  was  far 
Ihort  of  fatisfying  the  principle  which  Lord 
Hilllborough  had  abjured ;  or  even  the  pre-  ^ 
tence  on  which  the  repeal  of  the  other  taxes 
was  announced :  and  becaufe,  by  enabling  the 
Eaft  India  Company  to  open  a  (hop  for  de¬ 
feating  the  American  refolution  not  to  pay 
that  fpecific  tax,  you  manifeftly  (hewed  a 
hankering  after  the  principle  of  the  aft  which 
you  formerly  had  renounced.  Whatever  road 
you  take  leads  to  a  compliance  with  this  mo¬ 
tion.  It  opens  to  you  at  the  end  of  every 
viftp.  Your  commerce,  your  policy^  your 
promifes,  your  reafons,  your  pretences,  your  < 
confiftency,  your  inconfiftency — all  jointly 
oblige  you  to  this  repeal- 
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But  ftlll  it  fticks  in  our  throats,  if  we  go'  fo. 
far,  the  Americans  will  go  farther. — We  do 
not  know  that.  We  ought;  from  experience, 
rather  to  prefume  the  contrary.  Do  we  not 
know  for  certain,  that  the  Americans  are  g'oing 
on  as  faft  as  poffible,  whilft  we  refufe  to  gra¬ 
tify  them  ?  can  they  do  more,  of  can  they  do 
worfe,  if  we  yield  this  point?  I  think  this' 
conceffion  will  rather  fix  a  turnpike  to  prevent 
their  further  progrefs.  It  is  impoflible  to  an- 
fwer  for  bodies  of  men.  But  I  am  fure  the 
natural  effedt  of  fidelity,  clemency,  kindnefs 
in  governors,  is  peace,  good-will,  order,  and 
efteem,  on  the  part  of  the  governed.  1  w’ould 
certainly,  at  leaf!:,  give  thefe  fair  principles  a 
fair  trial*;  which,  fince  the  making  of  this  adl 
to  this  hour,  they  never  have  had. 

Sir,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  having  fpokea 
what  he  thought  neceffary  upon  the  narrow 
part  of  the  fubjedl,  I  have  given  him,  I  hope, 
a  fatisfadlory  anfwer.  He  next  prefies  me 
by  a  variety  of  diredl-  challenges  and  oblique 
reflexions  to  fay  fomething^  on  the  hiftorical 
part.  I  fhall  therefore,  Sir,  open  myfelf  fully 
on  that  important  and  delicate  fubjedt ;  not 
for  the  fake  of  telling  you  a  long  ftory  (w^hioh, 
I  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  are  not  particularly 
fond  of),  but  for  the  fake  of  the  weighty 
inftrudtion  that,  I  flatter  mylelf,  will  necef- 
farily  refult  from*  it.  It  lhall-not  be  longer, 
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if  I  can  h^lp  it,  than  fo  ferions  a  matter 
requires. 

Permit  me  then,  Sir,  to  lead  your  atten^ 
tion  very  far  hack  ;  back  to  the  a(5l  of  navifi. 
gation  ;  the  corner- ftone  of  the  policy  of  this 
country  with  regard  to  its  colonies.  Sir,  that 
policy  was,  from  the  beginning,  purely  com¬ 
mercial  ;  and  the  commercial  fyftem  was  wholly 
reftriftive.  It  was  the  lyftem  of  a  monopoly. 
No  trade  was  let  loofe  from  that  conftraint, 
but  merely  to  enable  the  Colonifts  to  dilpole 
of  what,  in  the  courle  of  your  trade,  you  could 
not  take  ;  or  to  enable  them  to  difpofe  of 
fuch  articles  as  we  forced  upon  them,  and 
for  which,  without  fome  degree  of  liberty, 
they  could  not  pay.  Hence  all  your  fpecific 
and  detailed  enumerations :  hence  the  innu¬ 
merable  checks  and  counter-checks  :  hence 
that  infinite  variety  of  paper  chains  by  which 
you  bind  together  this  complicated  fyftem  of 
the  Colonies.  This  principle  of  commercial 
monopoly  runs  through  no  lefs  than  twenty - 
pine  Afts  of  Parliament,  from  the  year  i66q 
to  the  unfortunate  period  of  1764. 

In  all  thpfe  afts  the  fyftem  of  commerce  is 
eftabliftied,  as  that,  from  whence  alone  you 
propofed  to  make  the  Colonies  contribute  (I 
mean  direftly  and  by  the  operation  of  your 
fuperintending  legiflative  power)  to  the  ftrength 
of  the  enipire.  I  venture  to  fay,  that  during 
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that  whole  period,  a  parliamentary  revenue 
from  thence  was  never  once  in  contemplation. 
Accordingly  in  all  the  number  of  laws  palled 
with  regard  to  the  Plantations,  the  words 
which  diftinguilh  revenue  laws,  fpecifi- 
cally  as  fuch,  were,  1  think,  premeditately 
avoided.  I  do  not  fay,  Sir,  that  a  form  of 
words  alters  the  nature  of  the  law,  or 
abridges  the  power  of  the  lawgiver.  It  cer¬ 
tainly  does  not.  However,  titles  and  formal 
preambles  are  not  always  idle  words  ^  and 
the  lawyers  frequently  argue  from  them.  I 
ftate  thde  fads  to  Ihew,  not  what  was  your  ' 
right,  but  what  has  been  your  fettled  po¬ 
licy.  Our  revenue  laws  have  ufually  a  title, 
purporting  their  being  grants,  and  the  words 
give  and  grant  ufually  precede  the  enading 
parts.  Although  duties  were  impofed  on 
America  in  Ads  of  King  Charles  the  Second, 
and  in  Ads  of  King  William,  no  one  title  of 
giving  an  aid  to  His  Majedy,”  or  any 
other  of  the  ufual  titles  to  revenue  ads,  was 
to  be  found  in  any  of  them  till  1764  ;  nor 
v/ere  the  words  “  give  and  grant”  in  any 
preamble  until  the  6th  of  George  the  Second. 
How’ever  the  title  of  this  Ad  of  George  the 
Second,  not  withftanding  the  words  of  donation, 
confiders  it  merely  as  a  regulation  of  trade. 
An  Ad  for  the  better  fecuring  of  the  trade 
ofH  is  Majefty’s  Sugar  Colonies  in  America.” 
This  Ad  was  made  on  a  compromife  of  all, 
and  at  the  e^eprefs  defire  of  a  part,  of  the  Co- 
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iQDies  themfelves,  It  was  therefore  m  fonie 
meafure  with  their  confent;  and  haying  a  title 
direftly  purporting  only  a.  commercial  regular 
tion^  and  being  in  truth  nothing  qiore,  the 
words  were  palfed  by,  at  a  time  when  no  jear 
loufy  was  entertained,  and  things  were  little 
fcrutinized  Even  Governor  Bernard,  in  his 
fecond  printed  Letter,  dated  in  1 763,  gives  it  as 
his  opinion^  that  it  was  an  afl:  oi prohibition^ 
not  of  revenue.”  This  is  certainly  true ;  that 
no  a£l  avowedly  for  the  purpnfe  of  revenue, 
and  \yith  the  ordinary  title  and  recital  taken 
together,  is  found  in  the  ftatute  book  until 
the  year  I  have  mentioned  ;  that  is  the  year 
J764.  All  before  this  period  flood  on  com¬ 
mercial  regulation  and  reftraint.  The  fcheme 
of  a  Coloriy  revenue  by  Britifli  authority  ap¬ 
peared  therefore  to  the  Americans  in  the  light 
of  a  great  innovation ;  the  words  of  Governor 
Bernard’s  ninth  Letter,  written  in  Nov.  1765, 
ftate  this  idea  very  ftrongly ;  it  muft,”  fays 
he,  have  been  fup poled,  Juch  an  innovation 
as  a  parliamentary'  taxation^  would  caufe  a 
great  alarm^  and  meet  with  much  oppofition 
in  moft  parts  of  America;  it  was  quite  new 
to  the  people,  and  had  no  vijible  bounds  fet 
to  it.”  After  ftating  the  weaknefs  of  govern¬ 
ment  there,  he  fays,  was  this  a  tirne  to  in- 
troduce  Jo  great  a  novelty  as  a  parliamentary 
inland  taxation  in  America?”  Whatever  the 
right  might  have  been,  this  mode  of  ufing  it 
was  abfolutely  new  in  policy  and  pradice. 
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Sir,  they  who  are  friends  to  the  fchemes  of 
American  revenue  fay,  that  the  commercial 
reftraint  is  full  as  hard  a  law  for  America  to 
live  under.  1  think  fo  too.  I  think  it,  if  un- 
compenfated,  to  be  a  condition  of  as  rigorous- 
fervitude  as  men  can  be  fubjeft  to.  But 
America  bore  it  from  the  fundamental  adt  of 
navigation  until  1764. — Why?  Becaufe  men 
do  bear  the  inevitable  conftitution  of  their  ori¬ 
ginal  nature  with  all  its  infirmities.  The  a£l 
of  navigation  attended  the  Colonies  from  their 
infancy,  grew  with  their  growth,  and  ftrength,-  - 
ened  with  their  ftrength.  They  \yere  con¬ 
firmed  in  obedience  to  it,  even  more  by  ufage 
than  by  law.  They  fcarcely  had  remembered. 

^  time  when  they  were  not  fubjedl  to  fuch  re¬ 
ftraint.  Befides,  they  were  indemnified  for  it 
by  a  pecuniary  compenfation.  Their  monopo- 
lift  happened  to  be  one  of  the  richeft  men  in 
the  w^orld,  By  his  immenfe  capital  (prirnarily 
employed,  not  for  their  benefit,  but  his  own), 
they  were  enabled  to  proceed  with  their  fifhe- 
ries,  their  agriculture,  their  fhip-bui!ding  (and 
their  trade  too  within  the  limits),  in  fiich  a 
manner  as  got  far  the  ftart  of  the  flow  languid 
operations  of  unaffifted  nature.  This  capital 
was  a  hot-bed  to  them.  Nothing  in  the-hif- 
tory  of  mankind  is  like  their  progrefs.  For 
my  part,  I  never  caft  an  eye  on  their  flourifh- 
ing  commerce,  and  their  cultivated  and  com¬ 
modious  life,  but  they  feem  to  me  rather  an- 
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tient  nations  grown  to  perfedlon  through  a 
long  feries  of  fortunate  events,  and  a  train  of 
fuccefsful  induftry,  accumulating  wejlth  iil 
many  centuries,  than  the  Colonies  of  yefter- 
day ;  than  a  fet  of  miferable  out-cafts,  a  few 
years  ago,  not  fo  much  fent  as  thrown  out,  on 
the  bleak  and  barren  fliore  of  a  defolate  wilder- 
nefs  three  thoufand  miles  from  all  civilized  in- 
tercourfe. 

All  this  was  done  by  England,  whilft  Eng¬ 
land  purfued  trade,  and  forgot  revenue.  You 
not  only  acquired  commerce,  but  you  adlu- 
ally  created  the  very  objects  of  trade  in  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  and  by  that  creation  you  ralfed  the  trade 
of  this  kingdom  at  leaf!  four-fold.  America 
had  the  compenfation'  of  your  capital,  which 
made  her  bear  her  fervitude.  She  had  another 
compenfation,  which  you  are  now  going  to 
take  away  from  her.  She  had,  except  the 
commercial  reftrajnt,  every  charafteriftic  mark 
of  a  free  people  in  all  her  internal  concerns. 
She  had  the  image  of  the  Britiih  conftitution. 
She  had  the  fubftance.  She  was  taxed  by  her 
own  reprefentatives.  She  chofe  mofl:  of  her 
own  magiftrates.  She  paid  them  all.  She 
had  in  effeft  the  foie  difpofal  of  her  own  inter¬ 
nal  government,  This  whole  hate  of  com- 
rnercial  fervitude  apd  civil  liberty,  taken  toge¬ 
ther,  is  certainly  not  perfect  freedom  ;  but 
comparing  it  with  the  ordinary  circumflances 
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of  human  nature,  it  was  an  happy  and  a  liberal 
condition. 

I  know,  Sir,  that  great  and  not  unfuccefs-' 
ful  pains  have  been  taken  to  inflame  our  minds 
by  an  outcry,  in  this  Houfe  and  out  of  it,  that 
111  America  the  afl  of  navigation  neither  is,’  or 
ever  was,  obeyed.  But  if  you  take  the  Co¬ 
lonies  through,  I  affirm,  that  its  authority 
never  was  difputed  ;  that  it  was  no  where  dif- 
puted  for  any  length  of  time ;  and  on  the 
whole,  that  it  was  well  obferved.  Wherever 
the  AOl  prefl'ed  hard,  many  individuals  indeed 
evaded  it.  This  is  nothing.  Thefe  fcattered 
individuals  never  denied  the  law,  and  never 
obeyed  it.  Juft  as  it  happens  whenever  the 
laws  of  trade,  whenever  the  laws  of  revenue, 
prefs  hard  upon  the  people  in  England ;  in  that 
cafe  all  your  (hores  are  full  of  contraband. 
Your  right  to  give  a  monopoly  to  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  your  right  to  lay  Immenfe 
duties  on  French  brandy,  are  not  difputed  in 
England.  You  do  not  make  this  charge  on 
any  man.  But  you  know  that  there  is  not  a 
creek  from  Pentland  Frith  to  the  Ifle  of 
Wight,  in  which  they  do  not  fmuggle  im¬ 
menfe  quantities  of  teas,  Eaft  India  goods, 
and  brandies.  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  the 
authority  of  Gov.  Bernard  in  this  point  is  in- 
difputable.  Speaking  of  thefe  laws,  as  they 
regarded  that  part  of  America  now  in  fo  un¬ 
happy  a  condition,  he  fays,  I  believe  they 
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are  no  where  better  fupported  than  In  this, 
“  Province  ;  I  do  not  pretend  that  it  is  entirely 
free  from  a  breach  of  thefe  laws ;  but  that 
fuch  a  breach,  if  difcovered,  is  juftly  pu- 
niflied/*  What  more  can  you  fay  of  the 
obedience  to  any  laws  in  any  Country  ?  An 
obedience  to  thefe  laws  formed  the  acknow¬ 
ledgement,  inftituted  by  yourfelves,  for  your 
fuperlority;  and  was  the  payment  you  origi¬ 
nally  impofed  for  your  proteftion. 

Whether  you  were  right  or  wrong  in  efta- 
blifliing  the^Colonies  on  the  principles  of  com¬ 
mercial  monopoly,  rather  than  on  that  of  re¬ 
venue,  is  at  this  day  a  problem  of  mere  Ipe- 
culation.  You  cannot  have,  both  by  the 
fame  authority.  To  join  together  the  re- 
ftraints  of  an  univerfal  internal  and  external 
monopoly,  with  an  univerfal  internal  and  ex¬ 
ternal  taxation,  is  an  unnatural  union ;  perfect 
uncompenfated  flavery.  You  have  long  lince  de¬ 
cided  for  yourfelf  and  them ;  and  you  and  they 
have  profpered  exceedingly  under  that  decifion. 

This  nation.  Sir,  never  thought  of  depart¬ 
ing  from  that  choice  until  the  period  imme¬ 
diately  on  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war.  Then  a 
fcheme  of  government  new  in  many  things  ' 
feemed  to  have  been  adopted.  I  faw,  or 
thought  I  faw,  feveral  fymptoms  of  a  great 
change,  whilfl:  I  fat  in  your  gallery,  a  good 
while  before  .1  had  the  honour  pf  a  feat  in 
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this  Houfe.  At  that  period  the  neceflity  was 
eftablifhed  of  keeping  up  no  lefs  than  twenty  t 
new  regiments,  with  twenty  colonels  capable 
of  feats  in  this  Houfe.  This  fcheme  was 
adopted  with  very  general  applaufe  from  all 
fides,  at  the  very  time  that,  by  your  conquefts 
in  America,  your  danger  from  foreign  at¬ 
tempts  in  that  part  of  the  world  was  much 
leflened,  or  indeed  rather  quite  over.  When 
this  huge  encreafe  of  military  eftablifhment 
was  refolved  on,  a  revenue  was  to  be  found 
to  fupport  fo  great  a  burthen.  Country  gen¬ 
tlemen,  the  great  patrons  of  oeconomy,  and 
the  great  refifters  of  a  {landing  armed  force, 

‘  would  not  ' have  entered  with  much  alacrity 
into  the  vote  for  fo  large  and  fo  expenfive  an 
army,  if  they  had  been  very  fure  that  they 
were  to  continue  to  pay  for  it.  But  hopes  of 
another  kind  w^ere  held  out  to  them ;  and  in 
particular,  I  well  remember,  that  Mr.  Town- 
fhend,  in  a  brilliant  harangue  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  did  dazzle  them,  by  playing  before  their 
eyes  the  image  of  a  revenue  to  be  raifed  in 
America. 

Here  began  to  dawn  the  firfl  glimmerings 
of  this  new  Colony  fyflem.  It  appeared  more 
diilinftly  afterwards,  when  it  was  devolved 
upon  a  perfon  to  whom,  on  other  accounts, 
this  Country  owes  very  great  obligations.  I 
do  believe,  that  he  had  a  very  ferious  defire  to 
benefit  die  public.  But  with  no  final!  fludy 
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of  the  detail,  he  did  not  fcem  to  have  his 
view,  at  leaft  equally,  carried  to  the  total  cir-» 
cuit  of  our  affairs.  He  generally  confidered 
his  objedls  in  lights  that  were  rather  too  de¬ 
tached.  Whether  the  bufinefs  of  an  Ameri¬ 
can  revenue  was  impofed  upon  him  altogether; 
whether  it  was  entirely  the  refult  of  his  own 
Ipeculation ;  or,  what  is  more  probable,  that 
his  own  ideas  rathe:  coincided  with  the  in- 
ftrudllons  he  had  received  ;  certain  it  is,  that, 
with  the  befl:  intentions  in  the  world,  he  firft 
brought  this  fatal  fcheme  into  form,  and  efta- 
blifhed  it  by  a£t  of  parliament. 

No  man  can  believe,  that  at  this  time  of 
day  I  mean  to  lean  on  the  venerable  memory 
of  a  great  man,  whofe  lofs  we  deplore  in  com¬ 
mon.  Our  little  party-differences  have  been 
long  ago  compofed ;  and  I  have  adted  more 
with  him,  and  certainly  with  more  pleafure 
with  him,  than  ever  I  afted  again  ft  him.  Un¬ 
doubtedly  Mr.  Grenville  was  a  firft-rate  figure 
in  this  country.  With  a  mafculine  under- 
ftanding,  and  a  ftout  and  refolute  heart,  he 
had  an  application  undiffipated  and  unwearied. 
He  took  public  bufinefs,  not  as  a  duty  which 
he  was  to  fulfil,  but  as  a  pleafure  he  was  to 
enjoy ;  and  he  feemed  to  have  no  delight  out 
of  this  Houfe,  except  in.fuch  things  as  fome 
way  related  to  the  bufinefs  that  was  to  be  done 
within  It.  If  he  was  ambitious,  I  will  fay 
this  for  him,  his  ambition  was  of  a  noble  and 
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generous  ftrain.  It  was  to  ralfe  hlnafelf,  not 
by  the  low  pimping  politics  of  a  court,  but  to 
'win  his  way  to  power,  through  the  laborious 
gradations  of  public  fervice  ;  and  to  fecure  to 
himfelf  a  well-earned  rank  in  Parliament,  by 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  its  conftitution,  and 
a  perfeft  praftice  in  all  its  bufinefs. 

Sir,  if  fuch  a  rrian  fell  into  errors,  it  muft 
be  from  defe£ls  not  intrinfical ;  they  muft  be 
rather  fought  in  the  particular  habits  of  his 
life  ;  which,  though  they  do  not  alter  the 
ground-work  of  character,  yet  tinge  it  with 
their  own  hue.  He  was  bred  in  a  profeffion. 
He  was  bred  to  the  law,  which  is,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  one  of  the  firft  and  nobleft  of  human 
fciences;  a  fcience  which  does  more  to  quicken 
and  invigorate  the  underftanding,  than  all  the 
other  kinds  of  learning  put  together  ;  but  it  is 
not  apt,  except  in  perfons  very  happily  born, 
to  open  and  to  liberalize  the  mind  exadlly  in 
the  fame  proportion.  Faffing  from  that  ftudy 
he  did  not  go  very  largely  into  the  world  ; 
but  plunged  into  bufinefs  ;  I  mean  into  the 
bufinefs  of  office;  and  the  limited  and  fixed 
methods  and  forms  eftablilhed  there.  Much 
knowledge  is  to  be  had  undoubtedly  in  that 
line  ;  and  there  is  no  knowledge  which  is  not 
valuable.  But  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  men 
too  much  converfant  in  office,  are  rarely  minds 
of  remarkable  enlargement.  Their  habits  of 
office  are  apt  to  give  them  a  turn  to  think  the 

fubftance 


t  48  ] 

fllbftaiicfe  of  bufihefs  not  to  be  much  more  IrO- 
foftant  than  the  forms  in  which  it  is  con¬ 
duced.  Thefe  forms  are  adapted  to  ordinary 
Occafions;  and  therefore  perfons  who  are  nur¬ 
tured  in  office  do  admirably  well,  as  long  as 
things  go  on  in  their  common  order;  but 
when  the  high  roads  are  broken  up,  and  the 
waters  out,  when  a  new  and  troubled  fcene  is 
opened,  and  the  file  affords  no  precedent,  then 
it  is  that  a  greater  knowledge  of  mankind,  and 
a  fair  more  extenfive  comprehenfion  of  things, 
is  requifite  than  ever  office  gav^e,  or  than  of¬ 
fice  can  ever  give.  Mr.  Grenville  thought  bet¬ 
ter  of  the  wifdom  and  power  of  human  legif- 
lation  than  in  truth  it  deferves.  He  conceived, 
and  many  conceived  along  with  him,  that  the 
flourlffiing  trade  of  this  country  was  greatly 
owing  to  law  and  inftitution,  and  not  quite  fo 
much  to  liberty ;  for  but  too  many  are  apt  to 
believe  regulation  to  be  commerce,  and  taxes 
to  be  revenue.  Among  regulations,  that 
which  {food  firft  in  reputation  was  his  idol. 
I  mean  the  aC  of  navigation.  He  has  often 
profeffed  it  to  be  fo.  The  policy  of  that  aC 
is,  I  readily  admit,  in  many  refpeCs  well  un- 
derftood.  But  I  do  fay,  that  if  the  aC  be  fuf* 
fered  to  run  the  full  length  of  its  principle, 
and  is  not  changed  and  modified  according  to 
the  change  of  times  and  the  fluCuation  of 
cifcumftances,  it  muft  do  great  mifchlef,  and 
frequently  even  defeat  its  own  purpole. 
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After  the  war,  and  in  the  laft  years  of  it^ 
the  trade  of  America  had  encreaied  far  beyond 
the  fpeculations  of  the  moft  fangulne  imagi¬ 
nation.  It  fvvelled  out  on  every  fide.  It  filled 
all  its  proper  channels  to  the  brim.  It  over¬ 
flowed  with  a  rich  redundance,  and  breaking 
its  banks  on  the  right  and  on  the  left,  it  fpread 
out  upon  fome  places  where  it  was  indeed  im¬ 
proper,  upon  others  where  it  was  only  irregu¬ 
lar.  It  is  the  nature  of  all  greatnefs  not  to  be 
exa£t;  and  great  trade  will  always  be  attended 
with  confiderable  abufes.  The  contraband 
will  always  keep  pace  in  fome  meafure  with 
the  fair  trade.  It  fhould  ftand  as  a  fundamen¬ 
tal  maxim,  that  no  vulgar  precaution  ought  to 
be  employed  in  the  cure  of  evils,  which  are 
clofely  connefted  with  the  Cdufe  of  our  prof- 
perity.  Perhaps  this  great  perfon  turned  his 
eye  fomewhat  lefs  than  was  juft,  towards  the 
incredible  increafe  of  the  fair  trade  ^  and  looked 
with  fdmething  of  too  exquifite  a  jealoufy  to¬ 
wards  the  contraband.  He  certainly  felt  a  An¬ 
gular  degree  of  anxiety  on  the  fubje£t;  and 
‘even  began  to  aft  from  that  paffion  earlier  than 
is  commonly  imagined.  For  whilft  he  was 
,firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  though  not  ftriftly 
called  upon  in  his  official  line,  he  prefented  a 
very  ftrong  memorial  to  the  lords  of  the  trea¬ 
sury  j  (my  lord  Bute  was  then  at  the  head  of 
the  board)  heavily  complaining  of  the  growth 
of  the  illicit  commerce  in  America.  Some 
mifchlef  happened  even  at  that  time  from  thf^ 
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over-earneft  zeal.  Much  greater  happened 
afterwards  when  it  operated  with  greater 
power  in  the  higheft  department  of  the  fi¬ 
nances.  The  bonds  of  the  a£l  of  navigation 
were  ftraitned  fo  much,  that  America  was  on 
the  point  of  having  no  trade,  either  contra¬ 
band  or  legitimate.  They  found,  under  the 
conftruftion  and  execution  then  ufed,  the  adt 
no  longer  tying  but  aftually  ftrangling  them. 
All  this  coming  with  new  enumerations  of 
commodities;  with  regulations  which  in  a 
manner  put  a  flop  to  the  mutual  coafting  in- 
terdourfe  of  the  Colonies;  with  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  courts  of  admiralty  under  various  im¬ 
proper  clrcumftances ;  with  a  fudden  extinc¬ 
tion  of  the  paper  currencies;  with  a  compul- 
fory  provifipn  for  the  quartering  of  foldiers ; 
the  people  of  America  thought  themfelves 
proceeded  againft  as  delinquents,  or  at  beft  as 
people  under  fufpicion  of  delinquency ;  and  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  they  Imagined,  their  recent 
fervices  in  the  war  did  not  at  all  merit.  Any 
of  thefe  Innumerable  regulations,  perhaps, 
would  not  have  alarmed  alone;  fome  might  be 
thought  reafonable ;  the  multitude  ftruck  them 
with  terror. 

But  the  grand  manoeuvre  in  that  bufinefs  of 
new  regulating  the  Colonies,  was  the  15th  a£t 
of  the  fourth  of  George  III.;  which,  befides 
containing  feveral  of  the  matters  to  which  I 
have  juft  alluded,  opened  a  new  principle  :  and 
here  properly  began  the  fecond  period  of  the 
4  policy 
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policy  of  this  country  with  regard  to  the  Co* 
lonies ;  by  which  the  fcheme  of  a  regular 
plantation  parliamentary  revenue  was  adopted 
in  theory,  and  fettled  in  praftice.  A  revenue 
not  fubftituted  In  the  place  ofj  but  fuperadded 
to,  a  monopoly ;  which  monopoly  was  en¬ 
forced  at  the  fame  time  with  additional  ftrldl- 
iiefs,  and  the  execution  put  into  military 
hands. 

This  a6l.  Sir,  had  for  the  firll:  time  the  title 
of  ‘‘  granting  duties  in  the  Colonies  and  Plan- 
tations  of  America and  for  the  firfl:  time 
it  was  aflerted  in  the  preamble,  ‘‘  that  it 

and  necejfary  that  a  revenue  fhould  be  raifed 
there.”  Then  came  the  technical  words  of 
giving  and  granting;”  and  thus  a  complete 
American  revenue  aft  was  made  in  all  the 
forms,  and  with  a  full  avowal  of  the  right, 
equity,  policy,  and  even  neceffity  of  taxing 
the  Colonies,  without  any  formal  confent  of 
theirs.  There  are  contained  alfo  in  the  pre¬ 
amble  to  that  aft  thefe  very  remarkable  words 
— the  Commons,  &c. —  “  being  defirous  to 
make  fome  provifion  In  the  prefent  Seffion 
of  Parliament  towards  raifing  the  faid  reve- 
nue.”  By  thefe  words  it  appeared  to  the 
Colonies,  that  this  aft  was  but  a  beginning  of 
forrows;  that  every  feffion  was  to  produce 
fomething  of  the  fame  kind  ;  that  we  were  to 
go  on  from  day  to  day,  in  charging  them  with 
fuch  taxes  as  we  pleafed,  for  fuch  a  military 
force  as  we  fhould  think  proper.  Had  this 
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plan  been  piirfued,  it  was  evident  that  the  pro¬ 
vincial  affemblies,  in  which  the  Americans  felt 
all  their  portion  of  importance,  and  beheld 
riieir  foie  image  of  freedom,  were  ipfo  fa5lo  an¬ 
nihilated.  This  ill  profpeft  before  them  feem- 
ed  to  be  boundlefs  in  extent,  and  endlefs  in  du¬ 
ration.  Sir.  they  were  not  miftaken.  The 
Miniftry  valued  themfelves  when  this  aft 
pafl'ed,  and  when  they  gave  notice  of  the 
Stamp  Aft,  that  both  of  the  duties  came  very 
Ihort  of  their  ideas  of  American  taxation. 
Great  was  the  applaufe  of  this  m.eafure  here. 
In  England  we  cried  out  for  new  taxes  on 
America,  whilft  they  cried  out  that  they  were 
nearly  crufhed  with  thofe  which  the  war  and 
their  own  grants  had  brought  upon  them. 

Sir,  it  has  been  faid  in  the  debate,  that 
when  the  firfl:  American  revenue  aft  (the  aft 
in  1764,  impofingthe  port  duties)  palled,  tlie 
Americans  did  not  objeft  to  the  principle.  It 
is  true  they  touched  it  but  very  tenderly.  It 
was  not  a  direft  attack.  They  were,  it  is  true, 
as  yet  novices ;  as  yet  unacculiomcd  to  direft 
attacks  upon  any  of  the  rights  of  Parliament. 
.The  duties  w’ere  port  duties,  like  thofe  tliey 
had  been  accultomed  to  bear;  with  this  dider- 
cnce,  that  the  title  was  not  the  fame,  the  pre¬ 
amble  not  the  fame,  and  the  fpirit  altogether 
unlike.  But  of  what  fervice  is  this  obferva- 
tion  to  the  caufe  of  thofe  that  make  it?  It  is  a 
full  refutation  of  the  pretence  for  their  prefenc 
cruelty  to  America  j  for  it  (hews,  out  of  their 
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own  mouths,  that  our  Colonies  were  back^' 
ward  to  enter  into  the  prefent  vexatious  and 
ruinous  controverfy. 

There  is  alfo  another  circulation  abroad, 
(fpread  with  a  malignant  intention,  which  I 
cannot  attribute  to  thofe  who  fay  the  fame 
thing  in  this  houfe)  that  Mr.  Grenville  gave 
the  Colony  agents  an  option  for  their  allem- 
blies  to  tax  themfelves,  which  they  had  re- 
fufed.  I  find  that  much  ftrefs  is  laid  on  this, 
as  a  fafl:.  However,  it  happens  neither  to  b^ 
true  nor  poffible.  I.  will  obferve  firft,  that 
Mr.  Grenville  never  thought  fit  to  make  this 
apology  for  himfelf  in  the.  innumerable  de¬ 
bates  that  were  had  upon  the  fubjed.  He 
might  have  propofed  to  the  Colony  agents, 
that  they  fhould  agree  in  fome  fnodc  of  taxa¬ 
tion  as  the  ground  of  an  ACx.  of  Parliament. 
But  he  never  could  have  propofed  that  they 
(hould  tax  themfelves  on  requilition,  which  is 
the  aflertion  of  the  day.  Indeed,  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville  well  knew,  that  the  Colony  agents  could 
have  no  general  powers  to  confent  to  it ;  and 
they  had  no  time  to  confult  their  aflemblie^ 
for  particular  powers,  before  he  palled  his  firft 
revenue  afb.  Jf  you  compare  dates,  you  will 
find  it  impoffible.  Burthened  as  the  agents 
knew  the  Colonies  were  at  that  time,  they 
could  not  give  the  lead  hope  of  fuch  grants. 
His  own  favourite  governour  was  of  opinion 
that  the  Americans  were  not  then  taxable 
pbjefts. 
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“  Nor  wa^  the  time  lefs  favourable  to  the 
equity  of  fuch  a  taxation,  I  dont  mean  to  dif 
pute  the  reafonablenefs  of  America  contributing  to 
the  charges  of  Great  Britain  when  (he  is  able  ; 
nor^  I  believe^  would  the  Americans  themfelves 
have  difputed  it^  at  a  proper  time  and  feafon. 
But  it  fjould  be  confidered^  that  the  American 
govenmejits  themfelves  have^  in  the  profecution  of 
the  late  war,  contracted  very  large  debts ;  which 
it  will  take  fome  years  to  pay  offy  and  in  the 
mean  time  occafon  very  burdenfome  taxes  for 
that  purpofe  only.  For  infancCy  this  govern- 
inenty  which  is  as  much  before-hand  as  any^ 
raifes  every  year  37,500/.  ferling  for  fnking 
their  debt,  and  muji  conthiue  it  for  four  years 
longer  at  leaf  before  it  will  be  clear F 

Thefe  are  the  words  of  Governor  Bernard’s 
Letter  to  a  member  of  the  old  miniftry,  and 
which  he  has  iince  printed.  Mr.  Grenville 
could  not  have  made  this  propofition  to  the 
agents,  for  another  reafon.  He  was  of  opi- 
juon,  which  he  has  declared  in  this  Hoiife  an 
hundred  times,  that  the  Colonies  could  not 
legally  grant  any  revenue  to  the  Crown ;  and 
that  infinite  mifchiefs  would  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  luch  a  power.  When  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville  had  pafledthe  firft  revenue  adl,  and  in  the 
fame  fefiion  had  made  this  Houfe  come  to  a 
refolution  for  laying  a  ftamp-duty  on  America, 
between  that  time  and  the  palling  the  ftamp- 
into  a  law,  he  told  a  confiderable  and  mod 
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rcfpc£lable  merchant,  a  member  of  this  Houfe, 
whom  I  am  truly  forry  I  do  not  now  fee  in  his 
place,  when  he  reprefented  againft  this  pro¬ 
ceeding,  that  if  the  ftamp-duty  was  difliked, 
he  was  willing  to  exchange  it  for  any  other 
equally  produftive;  but  that  if  he  objeded  to 
the  Americans  being  taxed  by  Parliament,  he 
might  fave  himfelf  the  trouble  of  the  difcuf- 
lion,  as  he  was  determined  on  the  meafure. 
This  is  the  faft,  and,  if  you  pleafe,  I  will 
mention  a  very  unqueftionable  authority  for  it. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  dilpofed  of  this  falfehood. 
But  falfehood  has  a  perennial  fpring.  It  is 
faid,  that  no  conje£lure  could  be  made  of  the 
diflike  of  the  Colonies  to  the  principle.  This 
is  as  untrue  as  the  other.  iVfter  the  refolution 
of  the  Houfe,  and  before  the  palling  of  the 
ftamp-ad,  the  Colonies  of  Maflachufet’s  Bay 
and  New  York  did  fend  remonftrances,  obje£l- 
ing  to  this  mode  of  parliamentary  taxation. 
What  was  the  confequence  ?  They  were  fup- 
prelied;  they  were  put  under  the  table;  not- 
withflanding  an  order  of  council  to  the  con¬ 
trary,  by  the  miniftry  which  compofed  the 
very  council  that  had  made  the  order ;  and 
thus  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  its  bufinefs  of 
taxing,  without  the  leaft  regular  knowledge  of 
the  objeftions  which  were  made  to  it.  But  to 
give  that  Houfe  its  due,  it  was  not  over  de- 
iirous  to  receive  information,  or  to  hear  re- 
monftrance.  On  the  15th  pf  February,  1765, 
whilft  the  ftamp-aft  was  under  deliberation, 
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they  refufed  with  fcorn  even  fo  muclx  as.tQ 
receive  four  petitions  prefented  from  fo  re- 
fpeftable  Colonies  Connefticut,  Rhode 
Ifland,  Virginia,  and  Carolina ;  befides  one 
from  the  traders  of  Jamaica,  As  to  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  they  had  no  alternative  left  to  them, 
hut  to  difobey  ;  or  tb  pay  the  taxes  impofed  by 
that  Parliament  which  was  not  fuftbred,  ol* 
did  not  fuffer  itfelf,  even  to  hear  them  remon- 
llrate  upon  the  fubjedl. 

•p 

This  was  the  Rate  of  the  Colonies  before 
his  Majefty  tliought  fit  to  change  his  minifters. 
It  ftands  upon  no  authority  of  mine.  It  is 
proved  by  uncontrovertible  records.  The  Hon, 
Gentleman  has  defired  Ibme  of  us  to  lay  our 
hands  upon  our  hearts,  and  anfwer  to  his  que¬ 
ries  upon  the  hiftoiical  part  of  this  confidera- 
tion  ;  and  by  his  manner  (as  well  as  my  eyes 
could  difcern  it)  he  feemed  to  addrefs  himfejf 
to  me. 

Sir,  I  will  aiiRver  him  as  clearly  as  I  am 
able,  and  with  great  opennefs :  I  have  nothing 
to  conceal.  In  the  year  fixty-five,  being  in  a 
very  private  ftation,  far  enough  from  any  line 
of  bulinefs,  and  not  having  the  honour  of  a, 
feat  in  this  Houfe,  It  was  my  fortune,  un¬ 
knowing  and  unknown  to  the  then  mlniftry, 
by  the  Intervention  of  a  common  friend,  to 
become  conhebled  with  a  very  noble  perfon, 
and  at  the  head  of  the  Treafury  department. 
It  was  indeed  in  a  fituation  of  little  rank  and 
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no  confequence,  fuitable  to*^  the  mediocrity  of 
my  talents  and  pretenfions.  But  a  fituation 
near  enough  to  enable  me  to  fee,  as  well  as 
others,  what  was  going  on ;  and  I  did  fee  in 
that  noble  perfon  fuch  found  principles,  fuch 
an  enlargement  of  mind,  fuch  clear  and  faga- 
cious  fenfe,  and  fuch  unlhaken  fortitude,  as 
have  bound  me,  as  well  as  others  much  better 
than  me,  by  an  inviolable  attachment  to  him 
^rom  that  time  forward.  Sir,  Lord  Rocking¬ 
ham  very  early  in  that  fummer  received  a 
ftrong  reprefentation  from  many  weighty 
Engliih  merchants  and  manufafturers,  frorn 
governors  of  provinces  and  commanders  of 
men  of  war,  againft  almoft  the  whole  of  the 
American  commercial  regulations :  and  parti¬ 
cularly  with  regard  to  the  total  ruin  which  was 
threatened  to  the  Spanifh  trade.  I  bcjieve,  Sir, 
the  noble  Lord  foon  faw  his  way  in  this  bufi- 
nefs.  But  he  did  not  ralhly  determine  againft 
afts  which  it  might  be  fuppqfed  were  the  re- 
fult  of  much  deliberation.  However,  Sir,  he 
fcarcely  began  to  open  the  ground,  when  the 
whole  veteran  body  of  office  took  the  alarm. 
A  violent  outcry  of  all  (except  thofe  who  knew 
and  felt  the  mifchief )  was  raifed  againft  any 
alteration.  On  one  hand,  his  attempt  was 
a  direft  violation  of  treaties  and  public  law. — 
On  the  other,  the  Adi  of  Navigation  and  all 
the  corps  of  trade  laws  were  drawn  up  in  ar- 
^ay  againft  it, 
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The  firfl:  ftep  the  noble  Lord  took,  was  to 
have  the  opinion  of  his  excellent,  learned,  and 
ever  lamented  friend  the  late  Mr.  Yorke,  then 
attorney  general,  on  the  point  of  law.  When 
he  knew  that  formally  and  officially,  which  in 
fubftance  he  had  known  before,  he,  imme¬ 
diately  dilpatched  orders  to  redrefs  the  griev¬ 
ance.  But  I  will  fay  it  for  the  then  minifter, 
he  Is  of  that  conftitution  of  mind,  that  I  know 
he  would  have  iflued,  on  the  fame  critical  oc- 
cafion,  the  very  fame  orders,  if  the  Ads  of 
Trade  had  been,  as  they  were  not,  diredly 
againft  him  ;  and  would  have  chearfully  fub- 
mitted  to  the  equity  of  Parliament  for  his 
indemnity. 

,  On  the  conclufion  of  this  bufinefs  of  the 
Spahiffi  trade,  the  news  of  the  troubles,  on 
account  of  the  ftamp>ad,  arrived  in  England. 
It  was  not  until  the  end  of  Odober  that  thefe 
accounts  were  received.  No  fooner  had  the 
found  of  that  mighty  tempeft  reached  us  In 
England,  than  the  whole  of  the  then  oppofi- 
tion,  inftead  of  feeling,  humbled  by  the 
unhappy  ifliie  of  their  mcafures,  leemed  to  be 
infinitely  elated,  and  cried  out,  that  theminif- 
try,  from  envy  to  the  glory  of  their  prede- 
ceffors,  were  prepared  to  repeal  the  ftamp-ad. 
Near  nine  years  after,  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
takes  quite  oppofite  ground,  and  now  chal¬ 
lenges  me  to  put  my  hand  to  my  heart,  and 
fay,  whether  the  mjniftry  had  refblved  on  the 

repeal' 


[  59  ] 

repeal  till  a  conliderable  time  after  the  meeting 
of  Parliament.  Though  I  do  not  very  well 
know  what  the  Hon.  Gentleman  wifhes  to 
infer  from  the  admiffion,  or  from  the  denial, 
of  this  faft,  on  which  he  fb  earneftly  adjures 
me ;  I  do  put  my  hand  on  my  heart,  and 
aflure  him,  that  they  did  not  come  to  a  refo- 
lution  direftly  to  repeal.  They  weighed  this 
matter  as  its  difficulty  and  importance  required. 
They  confidered  maturely  among  themfelves. 
They  confulted  with  all  who  could  give  ad¬ 
vice  or  information.  It  was  not  determined 
until  a  little  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament; 
but  it  was  determined,  and  the  main  lines  of 
their  own  plan  marked  out  before  that  meet¬ 
ing.  Two  queftions  arofe  (I  hope  I  am  not 
going  into  a  narrative  troublefome  to  the 
Houle) 

[A  cry  of,  Go  on,  go  on.] 

The  firfl:  of  the  two  confiderations  was, 
whether  the  repeal  ffiould  be  total,  or  whe¬ 
ther  only  partial ;  taking  out  every  thing 
burthenfome  and  produftive,  and  referving 
only  an  empty  acknowledgement,  fuch  as  a 
(lamp  on  cards  or  dice.  The  other  queftion 
was.  On  what  principle  the  aft  ffiould  be  re¬ 
pealed  ?  On  this  head  alfo  two  principles  were 
ftarted.  One,  that  the  legiflative  rights  of  this 
country,  with  regard  to  America,  were  not 
entire,  but  had  certain  reftriftions  and  limita¬ 
tions.  The  other  principle  was,  that  taxes  of 
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this  kind  were  contrary  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  commerce  on  which  the  Colonies 
were  founded ;  and  contrary  to  every  idea  of 
political  equity ;  by  which  equity  we  are  bound, 
as  much  as  poliible  to  extend  the  fpirit  and  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  Britifh  conftitution  to  every  part  of 
the  Britifh  dominions.  The  option,  both  of  the 
meafure,  and  of  the  principle  of  repeal,  was 
made  before  the  feffioii  ;  and  I  wonder  how 
any  one  can  read  the  King’s  Speech  at  the 
opening  of  that  feffion,  without  feeing  in 
that  Speech  both  the  repeal  and  the  decla¬ 
ratory  a£l  very  fufficiently  crayoned  out, 
Thofe  who  cannot  fee  this  can  fee  nothing. 

Surelv  the  Hon.  Gentlenian  will  not  think 
that  a  great  deal  lefs  time  than  was  then  em¬ 
ployed,  ought  to  have  been  fpent  in  deli¬ 
beration  ;  when  he  confiders  that  the  news 
of  the  troubles  did  not  arrive  till  towards  the 
end  of  October,  The  Parliament  fat  to  fill 
the  vacancies  on  the  i4.th  day  of  December, 
and  on  bufinefs  the  14th  of  the  following 
January. 

Sir,  a  partial  repeal,  or,  as  the  bon  ton  of 
the  court  then  was,  a  modification^  would  have 
fatisfied  a  timid,  unlyftematic,  procraftinating 
miniftry,  as^fuch  a  meafure  has  fince  done  fu(pl:j 
a  miniftry.  A  modification  is  the  conftant 
refource  of  weak  undeciding  minds.  Tfo 
peal  by  a  denial  of" our  righ^  to  tax  in  the 
preamble  (and  this  too  did  not  want  advifers), 
would  have  cutj,  hi  the  heroic  ftyle,  the  Gorr 
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dian  knot  with  a  fword.  Either  mcafure 
would  have  coft  no  more  than  a  day’s  debate. 
But  when  the  total  repeal  was  adopted;  and 
adopted  on  principles  of  policy,  of  equity,  and 
of  commerce  ;  this  plan  made  it  necefl'ary  to 
enter  into  many  and  difficult  meafures.  It 
became  neceflary  to  open  a  very  large  field 
of  evidence  commenfurate  to  thefe  extenfive 
views.  But  then  this  labour  did  knights  fer- 
vice.  It  opened  the  eyes  of  feveral  to  the  true 
ftate  of  the  American  affairs ;  it  enlarged  their 
ideas ;  it  removed  prejudices ;  and  it  conci^ 
liated  the  opinions  and  afteftions  of  men.  The 
-  noble  Lord,  who  then  took  the  lead  in  admi- 
niftration,  my  Hon.  Friend  ^  under  me,  and 
a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  +  (if  he  will  not  re- 
jed:  his  fhare,  and  it  was  a  large  one  of  this 
bufinefs)  exerted  the  moft  laudable  induftry  in 
bringing  before  you  the  fulleft,  mofh  impart 
tial,  and  leaft-garbled  body  of  evidence  that 
ever  was  produced  to  this  Houfe.  I  think  lha 
enquiry  lafted  in  the  Committee  for  fix  weeks ; 
and  at  its  conclufion  this  Houfe,  by  an  inde-^ 
pendent,  noble,  fpirited,  and  unexpefted  ma¬ 
jority  ;  by  a  majority  that  will  redeem  all  the 
ads  ever  done  by  majorities  in  Parliament ;  in 
the  teeth  of  all  the  old  mercenary  Swifs  of 
ftate,  in  defpite  of  all  the  fpeculators  and  aur- 
gurs  of  political  events,  in  defiance  of  the 
whole  embattled  legion  of  veteran  penfione;’^s 
and  pradiifed  inftruments  of  a  court,  gave  a 
-total  repeal  to  the  ftamp-ad,  and  (if  it  had 
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been  fo  permitted)  a  lafting  peace. to  this  whole 
empire. 

I  ftate,  Sir,  thefe  particulars,  becaufe  this 
aft  of  fpirit  and  fortitude  has  lately  been,  in 
the  circulation  of  the  feafon,  and  in  fome  ha¬ 
zarded  declamations  in  this  Houfe,  attributed 
to  timidity.  If,  Sir,  the  conduft  of  miniftry, 
in  propofing  the  repeal,  had  arifen  from  timi-* 
dity  with  regard  to  themfelves,  it  would  have 
been  greatly  to  be  condemned.  Interefted  timi¬ 
dity  difgraces  as  much  in  the  cabinet,  as  perfo- 
nal  timidity  does  in  the  field.  But  timidity, 
with  regard  to  the  well-being  of  our  country, 
is  heroic  virtue.  The  noble  Lord  who  then 
condufted  affairs,  and  his  worthy  collegues, 
whilft  they  trembled  at  the  profpeft  of  fuch 
diftreffes  as  you  have  fince  brought  upon  your- 
felves,  were  not  afraid  fteadily  to  look  in  the 
face  that  glaring  and  dazzling  influence  at 
which  the  eyes  of  eagles  have  blenched.  He 
looked  in  the  face  one  of  the  ableft,  and,  let 
me  fay,  not  the  moft  fcrupulous  oppofitlons, 
that  perhaps  ever  was  in  this  Houfe,  and  with- 
ftood  it,  unaided  by,  even  one  of,  the  ufual 
fupports  of  adminiftration.  He  did  this  when 
he  repealed  the  ftamp-aft.  He  looked  in  the 
face  a  perfon  he  had  long  refpefted  and  regard¬ 
ed,  and  whofe  aid  was  then  particularly  want¬ 
ing;  I  mean  Lord  Chatham.  He  did  this 
when  he  palled  the  declaratory  aft* 
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It  is  now  given  out,  for  the  ufual  purpofes, 
by  the  ufual  emiflkries,  that  Lord  Rocking¬ 
ham  did  not  confent  to  the  repeal  of  this  a6l 
until  he  was  bullied  into  it  by  Lord  Chatham  ; 
and  the  reporters  have  gone  fo  far  as  publickly 
to  aflert,  in  an  hundred  companies,  that  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  under  the  gallery  who 
propofed  the  repeal  in  the  American  Commit¬ 
tee,  had  another  fett  of  rcfolutions  in  his  poc¬ 
ket  direftiy  the  reverfe  of  thofe  he  moved. 
Thefe  artifices  of  a  defperate  caufe  are,  at  this 
time,  fpread  abroad,  with  incredible  care,  in 
every  part  of  the  town,  from  the  higheft  to  the 
loweft  companies;  as  if  the  induftry  of  the 
circulation  were  to  make  amends  for  the  abfur- 
dity  of  the  report. 

Sir,  whether  the  noble  Lord  is  of  a  com¬ 
plexion  to  be  bullied  by  Lord  Chatham,  or  by 
any  man,  I  muft  fubmit  to  thofe  who  know 
him.  I  confefs,  when  I  look  back  to  that 
time,  I  confider  him  as  placed  in  one  of  the 
moft  trying  fituations  in  which,  perhaps,  any 
man  ever  Hood.  In  the  Houfe  oL  Peers  there 
were  very  few  of  the  miniftry,  out  of  the 
noble  Lord’s  own  particular  connexion,  (ex- 
.  cept  Lord  Egmont,  wno  afted,  as  far  as  I 
could  difcern,  an  honourable  and  manly  part,) 
that  did  not  look  to  fome  other  future  ar¬ 
rangement,  which  warped  his  politicks.  There 
were  in  both  houfes  new  and  menacing  appear¬ 
ances,  that  might  very  vqry  naturally  drive 
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any  other,  than  a  moft  refolute  mlnifter,  from 
his  meafure,  or  from  his  ftation.  The  houfe- 
hold  troops  openly  revolted.  The  allies  of 
miniftry,  thofe,  I  mean,  who  fupported  fome 
of  their  meafures,  but  refufed  refponfibility  for* 
any)  endeavoured  to  undermine  their  credit, 
and  to  take  ground  that  mufl:  be  fatal  to  the 
fuccefs  of  the  very  caufe  which  they  w^ould 
.  be  thought  to  countenance.  The  queftion  of 
the  repeal  was  brought  on  by  miniftry  in  the 
Committee  of  this  lioufe,  in  the  very  inftant 
when  it  was  known  that  more  than  one  court 
negotiation  was  carrying  on  with  the  heads  of 
the  oppofition.  Every  thing,  upon  every  fide, 
was  full  of  traps  and  mines.  Earth  below 
ihook ;  heaven  above  menaced  ;  all  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  minifterial  fafety  were  diflblved.  It 
was  in  the  midft  of  this  chaos  of  plots  and 
counterplots ;  it  was  in  the  midft  of  this  com¬ 
plicated  warfare  agalnft  public  oppofition  and 
private  treachery,  that  the  firmnefs  of  that 
noble  Perfon  was  put  to  the  proof.  He  never 
ftirredfrom  his  groui)d;  no,  not  an  inch.  He 
remained  fixed  and  determined,  in  principle, 
in  meafure,  and  in  conduft.  He  praclifed  no 
managements.  He  fecured  no  retreat.  He 
fought  no  apology. 


I  \vill  likewife  do  juftice,  I  ought  to  do  it, 
to  the  Hon,  Gentleman  who  led  us  in  this 
Houfe  *.  Far  from  the  duplicity  wickedly 
charged  on  him,  he  aded  his  part  with  alacrity 
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and  refblutlon.  We  all  felt  infpired  by  tiie 
ample  he  gave  uSjdown  even  to  myfelfjthe  weak- 
eft  in  that  phalanx.  I  declare  for  one,  I  knew 
well  enough  (it  could  not  be  concealed  from 
any  body)  the  true  flate  of  things ;  but,  in  my 
lite,  I  never  Came  with  fo  much  fpirits  into  this 
Houfe.  It  was  a  time  for  a  to  afl;  in.  We 
had  powerful  enemies ;  but  we  had  faithful 
and  determined  friends  ;  and  a  glorious  caufe. 
We  had  a  great  battle  to  fight ;  but  we  had 
the  means  of  fighting  ;  not  as  now,  when  our 
arms  are  tied  behind  us.  We  did  fight  that 
day  and  conquer. 

I  remember,  Sir,  with  a  melancholy  plea- 
fure,  the  fituation  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
who  made  the  motion  for  the  repeal ;  in  that 
crifis,  when  the  whole  trading  intereft  of  this 
empire,  crammed  into  your  lobbies,  with  a 
trembling  and  anxious  expediation,  waited, 
almoft  to  a  winter’s  return  of  light,  their  fate 
from  your  refolutions.  When,  at  length,  you 
had  determined  in  their  favour,  and  your  doors, 
thrown  open,  (hewed  them  the  figure  of  their 
deliverer  in  the  well-earned  triumph  of  his  im¬ 
portant  vlftory,  from  the  \vhole  of  that  grave 
multitude  there  arofe  an  Involuntary  burft  of 
gratitude  and  tranfport.  They  jumped  upon 
him  like  children  on  a  long  abfent  father. 
They  clung  about  him  as  captives  about  their 
redeemer.  All  England,  all  America  joined 
in  his,  applaufe.  Nor  did  he  feem  infen- 
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fitule  to  the  bed  of  all  earthly  rewards,  the 
love  and  admiration  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
Hope  elevated  and  joy  brightened  his  crejl.,.  I 
ftood  near  him ;  and  his  face,  to  ufe  the  ex- 
preffion  of  the  Scripture  of  the  firft  martyr, 
his  face  was  as  if  it  had  been  the  face  of  an 
angel.”  I  do  not  know  how  others  feel  ; 
but  if  I  had  flood  in  that  fituatlon,  I  never 
would  have’ exchanged  it  for  all  that  kings  in 
their  profufion  could  beftow.  I  did  hope,  that 
that  day’s  danger  and  honour  would  have  been 
a  bond  to  hold  us  all  together  for  ever.  But, 
alas !  that,  with  other  pleating  vifions,  is  long 
iince  vanifhed* 

Sir,  this  ncl  of  fupreme  mngnanimity  has 
been  reprefented,  as  if  it  had  been  a  meafure 
of  an  adminiftration,  that,  having  no  feheme 
of  tlicir  own,  took  a  middle  line,  pilfered  a 
bit  from  one  fide  and  a  bit  from  the  othef. 
Sir,  they  took  ?io  middle  lines.  'They  dif¬ 
fered  fundamentally  from  the  iciiemes  of  both 
j^arties ;  but  they  preferved  the  objects  of  both. 
They  preferved  the  authority  of  Great  Britain. 
They  preferved  the  equity  of  Great  Britain.* 
They  made  the  declaratory  aft ;  they  repealed 
the  flainp  aft.  Tiiey  di'd  both  fully  ;  becaule 
the  declaratory  aft  was  without  qualification  ; 
and  tiic  repeal  of  the  ftamp  aft  total.  This 
they  did  in  the  fituatioii  I  have  defcrlbed. 

Now,  Sir,  what  will  the  adverfary  fay  td 
both  thefe  afts  ?  if  the  principle  of  the  decla-  • 

ratory 


I 


-  I  ] 

tatory  a£l  was  not  good,  the  principle  we  are 
contending  for  this  day  is  monftrous.  If  the 
principle  of  the  repeal  was  not  good,  why  are 
we  not  at  war  for  a  real  fubftantial  effective 
revenue  ?  If  both  were  bad ;  why  has  this  mi- 
niftry  incurred  all  the  inconveniences  of  both 
and  of  all  fchemes  ?  Why  have  they  enacted j 
repealed,  enforced,  yielded,  and  now  attempt 
to  enforce  again? 

( 

■  Sir,  I  think  I  may  as  well  now,  aa  at  any 
other  time,  fpeak  to  a  certain  matter  of  faA 
not  wholly  unrelated  to  the  queftion  under 
your  confideration.  We,  who  would  per- 
fuade  you  to  revert  to  the  antient  policy  of 
this  kingdom,  labour  under  the  effect  of  this 
flhort  current  phrafe,  which  the  court  leaders 
have  given  out  to  all  their  corps,  in  order  to 
take  away  the  credit  of  thofe  who  would  pre¬ 
vent  you  from  that  frantic  war  you  are  going 
to  wage  upon  your  Colonies.  Their  cant  is 
this ;  “  All  the  difturbances  in  America  have 
been  created  by  the  repeal  of  'the  Stamp 
A£l.”  I  fupprefs  for  a  moment  my. indig¬ 
nation  at  the  talfehood,  bafenefs,  and  abfur- 
dity  of  this  moft  audacious  aflertion.  Inftead 
,  of  remarking  on  the  motives  and  character  of 
thofe  who  have  iifued  it  for  circulation,  1  will 
clearly  lay  .before  you  the  ftate  of  America, 
antecedently  to  that  repeal ;  after  the  repeal ; 
and  lince  the  renewal  of  the  fchemes  of  Ame- 
riCiln  taxatiom 
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It  is  faid,  that  the  dlfturbances,  if  there 
were  any,  before  the  repeal,  were  flight;  and 
without  difficulty  or  inconvenience  might  have 
been  fupprefled.  For  an  anfwer  to  this  afler- 
tion  I  will  fend  you  to  the  great  author  and 
patron  of  the  Stamp  Aft,  who  certainly  mean¬ 
ing  well  to  the  authority  of  this  Country,  and 
fully  appriz’ed  of  the  flate  of  that,  made,  be¬ 
fore  a  repeal  was  fo  much  as  agitated  in  this 
Houfe,  the  motion  which  is  on  your  Journals ; 
and  which,  to  fave  the  Clerk  the  trouble  of 
turning  to  it,  I  will  now  read  to  you.  It  was 
for  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs  of  the  i  7th 
of  December  1765  : 

To  exprefs  our  juft  refentment  and  indigna^ 
tion  at  the  outrageous  tumults  and  infur- 
reft  ions  which  have  been  excited  and  carried 
‘‘  on  in  North  America  \  and  at  the  rejijiance 
given  by  open  and  rebel liousyorc^  to  the  exe^ 
cution  of  the  laws  in  that  part  of  his  Majefy  s 
“  dominions.  And  to  ajfture  his  Majefy^  that  his 
‘‘  faithful  Commons  animated  with  the  warmef 
duty  and  attachment  to  his  royal  perfon  and 
<6  government will  firmly  and  effebiually  fupport 
his  Majefy  in  all  fuch  meafures  as  Jhall  be  ne^ 
cejfary  for  preferving  and fupporting  the  legal 
dependance  of  the  Colonies  on  the  Mother 
Country^  &c.  &c.” 

Here  was  certainly  a  difturbance  preceding 
the  repeal ;  fuch  a  dillurbance  as  Mr,  Gren- 
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ville  thought  neceflary  to  qualify  by  the  name 
of  an  mJurreBlon^  and  the  epithet  of  a  rebels 
lious  force :  terms  much  ftronger  than  any,  by 
which,  thofe  who  then  fupported  his  motion, 
have  ever  fince  thought  proper  to  diftinguKli 
the  fubfequent  difturbances  in  America.  They 
were  difturbances  which  leemed  to  him  and 
his  friends  tojuftify  as  ftrong  a  promife  of  fup- 
port,  as  hath  been  ufual  to  give  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  war  with  the  moft  powerful  and  de¬ 
clared  enemies.  When  the  accounts  of  the 
A.merican  Governors  came  before  the  Houfe, 
they  appeared  ftronger  even  than  the  warmth' 
of  public  imagination  had  painted  them ;  fo 
much  ftronger,  that  the  papers  on  your  table 
bear  me  out  in  faying,  that  all  the  late  diftur- 
,bances,  which  have  been  at  one  time  the  Ml- 
nifter’s  motives  for  the  repeal  of  five  out  of 
fix  of  the  new  court  taxes,  and  are  now  his 
pretences  for  refuting  to  repeal  that  fixth,  did 
not  amount — why  do  I  compare  them?  no, 
not  to  a  tenth  part  of  the  tumults  and  violence, 
which  prevailed  long  before  the  repeal  of  that 
adl. 

Mlniftry  cannot  refufe  the  authority  of  the 
commander  in  chief  General  Gage,  who,  in  his 
Letter  of  the  4th  of  November,  from  New 
York,  thus  reprefents  the  ftate  of  things : 

It  is  difficult  to  fay,  from  the  higheft  to 
the  loweft,  who  has  not  been  acceflbry  to  this 
infurreclion,  either  by  writing  or  mutual 
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6^  agreements  fo  oppofe  the  aci^  by  'what  they 
‘‘  are  pleajed  to  term  all  legal  oppojition  to  iU 
Nothing  effectual  has  been  propofed  either  to 
prevent  or  quell  the  tumult.  The  reft  of  the 
Provinces  are  in  the  fame  fttuation  as  to  a 
pofitive  refufal  to  take  the  Jlamps ;  and 
threatening  thoje  who  Jleall  take  them^  to 
plunder  and  murder  them  ;  and  this  aff'air 
Jlands  in  all  the  Provinces,  that  unlefs  the 
att^  from  its- own  nature^  enforce  it  [elf  nothing 
but  a  very  confide  ruble  military  force  can  do  itl* 

It  is  remarkable,  Sir,  that  the  peiTons  who 
formerly  trumpeted  forth  the  moft  loudly^  the 
violent  refolutions  of  afl'emblies  ;  the  univerfal 
inlurreftions ;  the  feizing  and  burning  the 
ftampcd  papers;  the  forcing  ftamp  officers  to 
relign  their  commifiions  under  the  gallows  ; 
the  riflino;  and  Dullinp'  down  of  the  houfes  of 
magiftrates ;  and  the  expiilfion  from  their 
country  of  all  v/ho  dared  to  write  or  fpeak  a 
iingle  word  in  defence  of  the  powers  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  thefe  very  trumpeters  are  now  the 
men  that  reprefent  the  whole  as  a  mere  trifle  ; 
and'  choofe  to  date  all  the  difturbances  from  the 
repeal  of  the  ftamp  a£l,  which  put  an  end  to 
them.  Hear  your  officers  abroad,  and  let 
them  refute  this  ftiamelefs  falfehood,  who,  hi 
ail  their  coiTefpondence,  ftate  the  difturbances 
as  owlno’  to  their  true  caufes,  the  difcontent  ot 
tile  people,  from  the  taxes.  You  have  this 
evidence  in  yolir  own’archives  —  and  it  will 
give  you  cgnipleat  fatisfadlion ;  if  you  are  not 
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fo  far  loft  to  all  parliamentary  ideas  of  infor¬ 
mation,  as  rather  to  credit  the  Ive  of  the  dav, 
than  the  records  of  your  own  Houfe. 

Sir,  this  vermin  of  court  reporters,  when 
they  are  forced  into  day  upon  one  point,  are 
fure  to  burrow  in  another ;  but  they  (hall  have 
no  refuge :  I  wdll  make  them  bolt  out  of  all 
their  holes.  Confcious  that  they  muft  be  baf¬ 
fled,  when  they  attribute  a  precedent  diftur- 
bance  to  a  fubfequcnt  meafure,  they  take  other 
ground  almoft  as  abfurd,  but  very  common  in 
modern  practice,  and  very  wdcked;  w^hich  is, 
to  attribute  the  ill  effect  of  ill-judged  conducl 
to  the  arguments  which  had  been  ufed  to  dif- 
fuade  us  from  it.  They  fay,  that  the  oppo- 
fition  made  in  parliament  to  the  ftamp  acf  at 
the  time  of  its  pafling,  encouraged  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  to  their  refiftance.  This  has  even  for¬ 
mally  appeared  in  print  in  a  regular  volume, 
from  an  advocate  of  that  faGion,  a  Dr.  Tucker. 
This  Dr.  Tucker  is  already  a  dean,  and  his 
earneft  labours  in  this  vineyard  will,  I  fuppofe, 
raife  him  to  a  bifhoprick.  But  this  afiertlon 
too,  juft  like  the  reft,  is  falfe.  In  all  the  pa^ 
pers  which  have  loaded  your  table  j  in  all  the 
vaft  crowd  of  verbal  witnefles  that  appeared  at 
your  bar,  witnefles  which  were  indil'crimi- 
hately  produced  from  both  fides  of  the  Houfe; 
not  the  lead:  hint  of  fuch  a  caufe  of  difturbance 
has  ever  appeared.  As  to  the  faft  of  a  flrenu- 
pus  oppofition  to'  the  ftamp  aft,  I  lat  as  a 
^rfingei'  in  your  gallery  when  the  aft  was 
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luider  confiderativon.  Far  from  any  thing  inflam- 
torv,  i  never  heard  a  more  languid  debate  in 
this  Houle,  No  more  than  two  or  three  gen¬ 
tlemen,  as  I  remember,  fpbke  againft  the  aft, 
and  that  with  preat  referve  and  remarkable 
temper.  There  was  but  one  divlfion  in  the 
whole  progrefs  of  the  bill ;  and  the  minority 
did  not  reach  to  more  than  or  40.  In  the 
Houle  of  Lords  1  do  not  recolleft  that  there 
was  any  debate  or  divifion  at  all,  1  am  fore 
there  was  no  proteft.  In  faft,  the  affair  pafled 
with  fo  very,  very  little  noife,  that  in  town 
they  fcarceiy  knew  the  nature  of  what  you 
were  doing.  The  oppofitlon  to  the  bill  in 
England  never  could  have  done  this  mifchief, 
becaufe  there  fcarceiy  ever  was  iefs  of  oppofitiou 
to  a  bill  of  confequence. 

Sir,  the  agents  and  diftributors  of  falfehoods 
have,  with  their  ufual  induftry,  circulated 
^mother  lye  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  for¬ 
mer.  It  is^this,  that  the  difturbances  arofe 
from  the  account  which  had  been  received  in 
America  of  the  change  in  the  miniftry.  No 
longer  awed,  it  feems,  with  the  fpirit  of  the 
former  rulers,  they  thought  themfelves  a 
match  for  what  our  calumniators  choofe  to 
qualify  by  the  name  of  fo  feeble  a  miniftry  as 
fucceeded.  Feeble  in  one  fenfe  thefe  men  cer¬ 
tainly  may  be  called ;  for  with  all  their  efforts, 
and  they  have  made  many,  they  have  not  been 
able  to  refift  the  diftempered  vigour,  and  infane 
alacrity  with  which  you  are  rufhlng  to  your 
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ruin.  But  it  does  fo  happen,  that  the  falfityof 
this  circulation  is  (like  the  reft)  demonftrated 
by  indifputable  dates  and  records. 

/ 

So  little  was  the  change  known  in  America, 
that  the  letters  of  your  governors,  giving  au 
account  of  thefe  difturbances  long  after  they 
*  had  arrived  at  their  higheft  pitch,  were  all  di- 
refted  to  the  Old  Miniftry,  and  particularly  ta 
the  Earl  of  Halifax^  the  fecretary  of  ftate  cor- 
refponding  with  the  Colonies,  without  once 
in  the  fmalleft  degree  intimating  the  llighteft: 
fufpicion"  of  any  minifterial  revolution  what- 
foever.  The  rainiftry  was  not  changed  in 
England  until  the  tenth  day  of  July  1765.  On 
the  i4rh  of  the  preceding  June,  Governor 
F'auquier  from  Virginia  writejS  thus ;  and 
writes  thus  to  the  Earl  of  Halifax  :  Govern^ 
merit  is  fet  at  defiance,  not  having  frength 
enough  in  her  hands  to  enforce  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  the  community • — ^ne  private  dijirefs^ 
which  every  man  feels ^  encreafes  the  general 
dift'atisfadtion  at  the  duties  laid  by  Stamp 
A61,  which  breaks  out^  Mnd  foews  itfelf  upon 
«  every  trifing  occafionr  The  general  diflatif- 
fa£lion  had  produced  fometime  before,  that  is,- 
on  the  29  th  of  May,  feveralftrong  public  refolves 
againft  the  Stamp  A£l ;  and  thole  refolves  are 
affigned  by  Governor  Bernard,  as  the  caule 
of  the  infur  rebiions  in  Maflachufet’s  Bay,  in 
his  letter  of  the  15th  of  Auguft,  ftill  addrefled 
to  the  Earl  of  Halifax;  and  he  continued  to 
addrefs  fuch  accounts  to  that  Minifter  quite  to 

the 


[  74  3 

the  7th  or  September  of  the  fame  year.  Similar 
accounts,  and  of  as  late  a  date,  were  fent 
from  other  governors,  and*  all  direfted  to 
Lord  Halifax.  Not  one  of  thefe  letters  indi¬ 
cates  the  ilighteft  idea  of  a  change  either 
known,  or  even  apprehended, 

Thus  are  blown  away  the  infedt  race  of 
courtly  falfehoods!  thus  perilh  the  miferable 
inventions  of  the  wretched  runners  for  a 
wretched  caufe,  which  they  have  fly-blown 
into  every  weak  and  rotten  part  of  the  country, 
in  vain  hopes  that  when  their  maggots  had 
taken  wing,  their  importunate  buzzing  might 
found  fomething  like  the  public  ypice  J 

Sir,  I  have  troubled  you  fnfficiently  with 
the  ftate  of  America  before  the  repeal.  Now 
J  turn  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fo  ftoutly 
challenges  us,  to  tell,  whether,  after  the  re¬ 
peal,  the  Provinces  were  ouiet?  This  is  com¬ 
ing  home  to  the  point.  Here  I  meet  him  di¬ 
rectly  ;  and  anfvver  moft  readily,  ^ey  were 
quiet.  And  1,  in  my  turn,  challenge  him  to 
prove  when,  and  wherp,  and  by  whom, 
iind  in  what  numbers,  an%l  with  what 
violence,  the  other  laws  of  trade,  as  gen¬ 
tlemen  affert,  were  violated  in  confequence  of 
your  conceffion  ?  or  that  even  your  other  re¬ 
venue  laws  were  attacked?  But  I  ouit  the 
vantage  ground  on  which  1  ftand,  and  where 
I  might  leave  the  burthen  of  the  proof  upon 
iiim :  I  vvnrlk  down  upon  the  open  plain,  and 
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undertake  to  fliew,  that  they  were  not  only 
quiet,  but  (hewed  many  unequivocal  marks  of 
acknowledgement  and  gratitude.  And  to  give 
him  every  advantage,  I  feledl  the  obnoxious 
Colony  of  Malfachufet’s  Bay,  which  at  this 
time  (but  without  hearing  her)  is  fo  heavily  a 
culprit  before  parliament — I  will  feledl  their 
proceedings  even  under  circumftances  of  no 
fmall  irritation.  For,  a  little  imprudently  I 
muft  fay.  Governor  Bernard  mixed  in  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  lenitive  of  the  repeal  no 
fmall  acrimony  arifing  from  matters  of  a  (epa- 
rate  nature.  Yet  fee.  Sir,  the  effeft  of  that 
lenitive,  though  mixed  with  thefe  bitter  in¬ 
gredients  ;  and  how  this  rugged  people  can  ex- 
prefs  themfelves  on  a  meafure  of  conceflion. 

If  it  is  ?2ot  now  in  oar  (fay  they  in 

their  addrefs  to  Gov.  Bernard)  ‘‘  in  fo  full  a 
manner  as  will  be  expelled,,  to  fjew  our 

gT^^'iii^de  to  the  Mother  Country^  or  to 
make  a  dutiful  and  afellionate  return  to  the  in^ 
dulgence  of  the  King  and  Parliament^  it  fall 
he  no  fault  of  ours  ;  for  this  we  intend,  and  hope 
we  fall  be  able  Jully  to  effe^f 

Would  to  God  that  this  temper  had  been 
cultivated,  managed,  and  fet  in  adlion  !  other 
effeds  than  thole  which  we  have  fince  felt 

y  » 

would  have  refulted  from  it.  On  the  requifi- 
tion  for  compeniation  to  thofe  who  had  (uf- 
fered  from  the  violence  of  the  populace,  in  th^ 
fame  addrefs  they  fiy,  Phe  reccmmcJidation 
%  '  enjoificd 

■f'  ^  . 


« 

[  76  ] 

enjoined  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Conway's  Letter^  md 
in  conjeqiience  thereof  made  to  us.,  we  will  cm- 
brace  the  firji  convenient  opportunity  to  confider 
and  a3  upon."  They  did  confider;  they  did 
a6l  upon  it.  They  obeyed  the  requifition.  I 
know  the  mode  has  been  chicaned  upon ;  but 
it  was  fubfiantially  obeyed ;  and  much  better 
obeyed,  than  I  fear  the  parliamentary  requifi¬ 
tion  oi  this  feflion  will  be,  though  enforced  by 
all  your  rigour,  and  backed  with  all  your 
power.  In  a  word,  the  damages  of  popular 
fury  were  compenfated  by  legiflative  gravity. 
Almoft  every  other  part  of  America  in  various 
ways  demonftrated  tneir  gratitude.  1  am  bold 
to  fay,  that  fo  fudden  a  calm  recovered  after 
fo  violent  a  ftorm  is  without  parallel  in  hiftory. 
To  fay  that  no  other  difiurbance  (hould  hap¬ 
pen  from  any  other  caufe  is  folly.  But  as  far 
as  appearances  went,  by  the  judicious  facrifice 
of  one  law%  you  procured  an  acquiefcence  in 
all  that  remained.  After  this  experience,  no¬ 
body  fliall  perfuade  me,  when  an  whole  people 
are  concerned,  that  a£ls  of  lenity  are  not  means 
of  conciliation. 

I  hope  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  received  a 
fair  and  full  anfwer  to  his  queftion. 

I  have  done  with  the  third  period  of  your 
policy  ;  that  of  your  repeal ;  and  the  return  of 
your  ancient  fyftem,  and  your  antient  tran¬ 
quillity  and  concord.  Sir,  this  period  was  not 
as  long  as  it  was  happy.  Another  fcene  was 
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opened,  and  other  aftors  appeared  on  the  ftagc. 
The  (late,  in  the  condition  I  have  defcribed  it, 
was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Lord  Chatham 
— a  great  and  celebrated  name;  a  name  that  keeps 
the  name  of  this  country  refpedable  in  every 
other  on  the  globe.  It  may  be  truly  called, 

— Clarum  et  verier ahlle  nomen 

Geniibus^  et  mnltum  nojir^  quod  proderat  urbL 

Sir,  the  venerable  age  of  this  great  man,  his 
merited  rank,  his  fuperior  eloquence,  his 
fplendid  qualities,  his  eminent  fervices,  the 
vaft  fpace  he  fills  in  the  eye  of  mankind ;  and, 
more  than  all  the  reft,  his  fall  from  power, 
which,  like  death,  canonizes  and  fandtifies  a 
great  charadler,  will  not  fuffer  me  to  cenfure 
any  part  of  his  condudl.  I  am  afraid  to  flatter 
him  ;  I  am  fure  I  am  not  difpofed  to  blame 
him.  Let  thofe  who  have  betrayed  him  by 
their  adulation,  infuk  him  with  their  malevo;? 
lence.  But  what  I- do  not  prefume  to  cenfure, 
I  may  have  leave  to  lament.  For  a  wife  man, 
he  feemed  to  me  at  that  time,  to  be  governed 
too  much  by  general  maxims.  I  fpeak  with 
the  freedom  of  hiflory,  and  I  hope  without 
offence.  One  or  two  of  thefe  maxims,  flow¬ 
ing  from  an  opinion  not  the  moft  indulgent 
to  our  unhappy  fpecies,  and  furely  a  little  too 
general,  led  him  into  meafures  that  were 
greatly  mifchievjDus  to  himfelf;  and  for  that 
reafon,  among  others,  perhaps  fatal  to  his 
country;  meafures,  the  effedts  of  which,  I 
am  afraid,  are  for  ever  incurable.  He  made 
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ail  adminlftratlon,  fo  checkered  and  fpeckled  5 
he  put  together  a  piece  of  joinery,  fo  crofsly 
indented  and  whimfically  dovetailed  ;  a  cabinet 
fo  varioufly  inlaid  ;  fuch  a  piece  of  diverfified 
Mofaic ;  fuch  a  teflelated  pavement  without 
c6ment;  here  a  bit  of  black  ftone,  and  there  a 
bit  of  white ;  patriots  and  courtiers,  king^ 
friends  and  republicans ;  whigs  and  tories  5 
treacherous  friends  and  open  enemies:  that  it 
was  indeed  a  very  curious  (how ;  but  utterly 
unfafe  to  touch,  and  unfure  to  ftand  on.  The 
colleagues  whom  he  had  afforted  at  the  fame 
boards,  flared  at  each  other,  and  were  obliged 
to  alk,  ‘‘  Sir,  your  name  ? — Sir,  you  have  the 
advantage  of  me— Mn  Such  a  one — I  beg  a 
thoufand  pardons — I  venture  to  fay,  it  did 
fo  happen,  that  perfons  had  a  (ingle  office  di¬ 
vided  between  them^  who  had  never  fpoke  to 
each  other  in  their  lives ;  until  they  found 
fehemfelves-j  they  knew  not  how,  pigging  to¬ 
gether,  heads  and  points,  in  the  fame  truckle- 
bed 

Sir,  in  confequence  of  this  arrangement^ 
having  put  fo  much  the  larger  part  of  his  ene¬ 
mies  and  oppofers  into  power,  the  confufioii 
was  fuch,  that  his  own  principles  could  not 
poffibly  have  any  effedl  or  influence  in  the 
conduct  of  affairs.  If  ever  he  fell  into  a  fit  of 
the  gout,  or  if  any  other  caufe  withdrew  him 

*  Suppofed  to  allude  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  North,  and 
George  Cooke,  Efq,  who  were  made  joint  paymafters  in  the 
Summer  ot  1766,  on  the  removals  of  the  Rockinghaiii  admini^ 
{Iratiori. 
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from  pul:)Hc  cares,  principles  diredly  the  con¬ 
trary  were  fure  to  predominate^  When  he  had 
executed  his  plan,  he  had  not  an  inch  of  ground 
to  ftahd  upon.  When  he  had  accomplifhed 
his  fchemeof  adminiftratlon,  he  was  no  longer 
a  minifter. 

When  his  face  was  hid  but  for  a  moment, 
his  whole  fyftem  was  on  a  wide  fea,  without 
chart  or  compafs.  The  gentlemen,  his  par¬ 
ticular  friends,  who,  with  the  names  of  various 
departments  of  miniftry,  were  admitted,  to 
feem,  as  if  they  afted  a  part  under  him,  with 
a‘  modeftv  that  becomes  all  men,  and  with  a 
confidence  in  him,  which  was  juftified  even  in 
its  extravagance  by  his  fuperior  abilities,  had 
never,  in  any  innance,  prefumed  upon  any 
opinion  of  their  own.  Deprived  of  his  guid¬ 
ing  influence,  they  were  whirled  about,  the 
fport  of  every  guft,  and  eafily  driven  into  any 
port ;  and  as  thofe  who  joined  with  them  in 
manning  the  veffel  were  the  moft  direftly  op- 
pofite  to  his  opinions,  meafures,  and  charader, 
and  far  the  moft  artful  and  moft  powerful  of 
the  fet,  they  eafily  prevailed,  fo  as  to  felze 
Upon  the  vacant,  unoccupied,  and  derelid 
minds  of  his  friends  ;  and  inftantly  they  turned 
the  veflel  wholly  out  of  the  courfe  of  his  policy. 
As 'if  it  were  to  infult  as  well  as  to  betrw  him, 
even  long  before  the  clofe  of  the  firft  fefiion 
of  his  adminiftration,  when  eveiy  thing  was 
publickly  tranfaded,  and  with  great  parade  in 
his  name,  they  made  an  ad,  declaring  it 

highly 
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highly  juft  and  expedient  to  ralfe  a  revenue  In 
America.  For  even  then,  Sir,  even  before 
this  fplendid  orb  was  entirely  fet,  and  while 
the  Weftern  horizon  was  in  a  blaze  with  his 
dcfcending  glory,  on  the  oppofite  quarter  of 
the  heavens  arofe  another  luminary,  and,  for 
his  hour,  became  lord  of  the  afcendant. 

This  light  too  is  pafled  and  fet  for  ever. 
You  underftand,  to  be  fure,  that  I  fpeak  of 
Charles  Townfhend,  officially  the  re-producer 
of  this  fatal  fchcme;  whom  1  cannot  even  now 
remember  without  fome  degree  of  fenfibility. 
In  truth,  Sir,  he  was  the  delight  and  orna¬ 
ment  of  this  houfe,  and  the  charm  of  every 
private  fociety  which  he  honoured  with  his 
prefence.  Perhaps  there  never  arofe  in  this 
country,  nor  in  any  country,  a  man  of  a  more 
pointed  and  finifhed  wit;  and  (where  his 
paffions  were  not  concerned)  of  a  more  refined, 
exquifite,  and  penetrating  a  judgment.  If  he 
had  not  fo  great  a  ftock,  as  fome  have  had 
who  flouriffied  formerly,  of  knowledge  long 
treafured  up,  he  knew  better  by  far,  than  any 
man  I  ever  was  acquainted  with,  how  to  bring 
together  within  a  Ihort  time,  all  that  was  ne- 
cefl'ary  to  eftablilh,  to  illuftrate,  and  to  de¬ 
corate  that  fide  of  the  queftion  he  fupported. 
He  ftated  his  matter  (kilfully  and  powerfully. 
He  particularly  excelled  in  a  moft  luminous  ex¬ 
planation,  and  difplay  of  his ,  fubjeft.  His 
ftyle  of  argument  was  neither  trite  and  vulgar^ 
nor  fubtle  and  abftrufe.  He  hit  the  houfe  juft' 
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tetween  .wind  and  water. — And  not  being 
troubled  with  too  anxious  a  zeal  for  any  matter 
in  queftion,  he  was  never  more  tedious,  or  more 
earncft,  than  the  pre-conceived  opinions,  and 
prefent  temper  of  his  hearers  required ;  to  whom, 
he  was  always  in  perfeft  unifon.  He  conformed 
exaftly  to  the  temper  of  the  houfe ;  and  he 
feemed  to  guide,  becaufe  he  was  always  fare  to 
follow  it. 

I  beg  pardon,  Sir,  if  when  1  {peak  of  this  and 
of  other  great  men,  I  appear  to  digrefs  in  faying 
Ibmething  of  their  charafters:  In  this  eventtul 
hiftory  of  the  revolutions  of  America,  the  cha- 
rafters  of  fuch  men  are  of  much  importance. 
Great  men  are  the  guide-polls  and  land-marks  in 
the  ftate.  The  credit  of  fuch  men  at  court,  or 
in  the  nation,’  is  the  foie  caufe  of  all  the  publick 
meafures.  It  would  be  an  invidious  thing,  (moft 
foreign  I  truft  to  what  you  think  my  difpofition) 
to  remark  the  errors  into  which  the  authority  of 
great  names  has  brought  the  nation,  without 
doing  juftice  at  the  fame  time  to  the  great  quali¬ 
ties,  whence  that  authority  arofe.  The  fubjeft 
is  inflrudlive  to  thofe  who  wifli  to  form  them- 
felves  bn  whatever  of  excellence  has  gone  before 
them.  There  are  many  young  members  in  the 
houfe  (fuch  of  late  has  been  the  rapid  fucceffioii 
of  public  men)  who  never  faw  that '  prodigy 
Charles  Townlhend ;  nor  of  courfe  know  what 
’  a  ferment  he  was  able  to  excite  in  every  thing  by 
the  violent  ebullition  of  his  mixed  virtues  and 
failings.  For  failings  he  had  undoubted] v — • 
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many  of  us  remember  them ;  \ve  are  this  da/ 
confidering  the  effedl  of  them.  But  he  had  no 
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failings  which  were  not  owing  to  a  noble  caufe; 
to  an  ardent,  generous,  perhaps  an  immoderate 
paflion  for  Fame;  a  paffion  which  is  the  inftindt 
of  all  great  fouls.  He  worfhiped  that  goddefs 
wherefoever  (he  appeared ;  but  he  paid  his  parti¬ 
cular  devotions  to  her  in  her  favourite  habitation, 
in  her  chofen  temple,  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
Befides  the  charaflers  of  the  individuals  that  com- 
pofe  our  body,  it  is  impoffible,  Mr.  Speaker,  npt 
to  obferve,  that  this  houfe  has  a  colledlive  cha- 
racler  of  it^  own.  That  character  too,  however 
imperfect,  is  not  unamiable.  Like  all  great  pub¬ 
lic  collections  of  men,  you  poffefs  a  marked  love 
of  virtue,  and  an  abhorrence  of  vice.  |But  among 
vices,  there  is  none,  which  the  houfe  abhors  in 
the  fame  degree  with  objlinacy,  Obftinacy,  Sir, 
is  certainly  a  great  vice;  and  in  the  changeful 
ftate  of  political  affairs  it  is  frequently  the  caufe 
of  great  mlfchief.  It  happens,  however,  very 
unfortunately,  that  almoft  the  whole  line  of  the 
great  and  mafculine  virtues,  conftancy,  gravity, 
magnanimity,  fortitude,  fidelity,  and  firmnefs, 
are  clofely  allied  to  this  difagreeable  quality,  of 
which  you  have  fo  juft  an  abhorrence;  and  in 
their  excefs,  all  thefe  virtues  very  eafily  fall  into 
it.  He,  who  paid  fuch  a  punctilious  attention  to 
all  your  feelings,  certainly  took  care  not  to  fhock 
them  by  that  vice  which  is  the  moft  difguftful 
to  you. 

That  fear  of  difpleafing  thofe  who  ought  moft 
to  be  pleafed,  betrayed  him  fometimes  into  the 
other  extreme.  He  had  voted,  and  in  the  yeim 
1765,  had  been  an  advocate  for  the  Stamp  ACl.. 
Things  and  the  difpofition  of  mens  minds  were 
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changed.  In  fliort,  the  Stamp  Adi  began  to  be 
no  favourite  in  this  houfe.  He  therefore  attended 
at  the  private  meeting,  in  which  the  refolutions 
moved  by  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  were  fettled; 
refolutions  leading  to  the  repeal.  The  next  day 
he  voted  for  that  repeal;  and  he  would  have 
Ipoken  for  it  too,  if  an  illnefs,  (not  as  was  then 
given  out  a  political)  but  to  my  knowledge,  ^ 
very  real  illnefs,  had  not  prevented  it. 

The  very  next  feffion,  as  the  falhion  of  this 
world  pafieth  away,  the  repeal  began  to  be  in  as 
bad  an  odour  in  this  houfe  as  the  Stamp  Adi  had 
been  in  the  /effion  before.  To  conform  to  the 
temper  which  began  to  prevail,  and  to  prevail 
moltly  amongft  thofe  moft  in  power,  he  declared > 
very  early  in  the  Winter,  that  a  revenue  mufl  be 
had  out  of  America.  Inftantly  he  was  tied  down 
to  his  engagements  by  fome,  who  had  no  ob- 
jeftion  to  fuch  experiments,  when  made  at  the 
coft  of  perfons  for  whom  they  had  no  particular 
regard.  The  whole  body  of  courtiers  drove  hirh 
onward.  They  always  talked  as  if  the  king  flood 
in  a  fort  of  humiliated  Rate,  until  fomething  of 
the  kind  (hould  be  done. 

Here  this  extraordinary  man,  then  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  found  himfelf  in  great  flraits. 
To.pleafe  univerfally  was  the  objeft  of  his  life; 
but  to  tax  and  to  pleafe^  no  more  than  to  love 
and  to  be  wife,  is  not  given  to  men.  Howevet  he 
attempted  it.  To  render  the  tax  palatable  to 
the  partizans  of  American  revenue,  he  rhade  a 
preamble  ftating  the  neceflity  of  (uch  a  revenue.To 
clofe  with  the  American  diftindion,  this  revenue 
was  external  or  port-duty ;  but  again,  to  fofteii  it 

E  a  to 


[  §4  ] 

to  the  other  party,  it  was  a  duty  of  fupply.  To 
gratify  the  coloj^tfls^  it  was  laid  on  Britilh  mann- 
faftures  ;  to  fatisfy  the  merchants  of  Britain^  the 
duty  was  trivial,  and  (except  that  on  tea,  which 
touched  only  the  devoted  Eaft  India  Company) 
on  none  of  the  grand  ohjeds  of  commerce.  To 
counterwork  the  American  contraband,  the  duty 
on  tea  was  reduced  from  a  fhilling  to  three-pence. 
But  to  fecure  the  favour  of  thofe  who  would  tax 
America,  the  fcene  of  colledlion  was  changed, 
and,  with  the  reft,  it  was  levied  in  the  Colonies. 
What  need  I  fay  more?  This  fine-fpun  fcheme 
had  the  uflial  fate  of  all  exquifite  policy.  But  the 
original  plan  of  the  duties,  and  the  mode  of 
executing  that  plan,  both  arofe  ftngly  and  folely 
from  a  love  of  our  applaufe.  He  was  truly  the 
child  of  the  houfe.  He  never  thought,  did,  or 
faid  any  thing  but  with  a  view  to  you.  He 
every  day  adapted  hlmfelf  to  your  difpofition  ;  and 
adjufted  himfelf  before  it,  as  at  a  looking-glafs. 
He  had  obferved  (indeed  it'  could  not  efcape 
him)  that  feveral  perfons,  infinitely  his  inferiors 
in  all  refpefts,  had  formerly  rendered  themfelves 
confiderable  in  this  houfe  by  one  method  alone. 
They  were  a  race  of  men  (I  hope  in  God  the 
fpecies  is  extinft)  who,  when  they  rofe  in  their 
place,  no  man  living  could  divine,  from  any 
known  adherence  to  parties,  to  opinions,  or  to 
principles ;  from  any  order  or  fyftem  in  their  po¬ 
litics  ;  or  from  any  fequel  or  connexion  in  their 
ideas,  what  part  they  were  going  to  take  in  any 
debate.  It  is  aftonilhing  how  much  this  uncer¬ 
tainty,  elpecially  at  critical  times,  called  the  at¬ 
tention  of  all  parties  on  fuch  men.  All  eyes 
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were  fixed  on  them,  all  ears  open  to  hear  them ; 
each  party  gaped,  and  looked  alternately  for  their 
vote,  almofi:  to  the  end  of  their  fpeeches.  While 
the  Houfe  hung  in  this  uncertainty,  now  the 
Hear~hims  rofe  from  this  fide — now  thev  re- 
bellowed  from  the  other ;  and  that  party  to 
whom  they  fell  at  length  from  their  tremulous 
and  dancing  balance,  always  received  them  in 
a  tempeft  of  applaufe.  The  fortune  of  fuch  men 
was  a  temptation  too  great  to  be  refifled  by  one, 
to  whom,  a  lingle  whiff  of  incenfe  withheld  gave 
much  greater  pain,  than  he  received  delight,  in 
.the  clouds  of  it,  which  daily  rofe  about  him 
from  the  prodigal  fuperffition  of  innumerable  ad¬ 
mirers.  He  was  a  candidate  for  contradiftory 
honours;  and  his  great  aim  was  to  make  thofe 
agree  in  admiration  of  him  who  never  agreed  in 
.  any  thing  eife. 

Hence  arofe  this  unfortunate  adl,  the  fubject 
of  this  day’s  debate  ;  from  a  difpofition  which, 
after  making  an  American  revenue  to  pleafe  one,* 
repealed  it  to  pleafe  others,  and  again  revived  it 
in  hopes  of  pleafing  a  third,  and  of  catching 
fomething  in  the  ideas  of  all. 

This  revenue  a£l  of  1767,  formed  the  fourth 
period  of  American  policy.  How  we  have  fared 
lince  then  —  what  woeful  variety  of  fchemes 
have  been  adopted  ;  what  enforcing,  and  what  re¬ 
pealing  ;  what  bullying,  and  what  fubmit- 
ting ;  what  doing,  and  undoing  ;  what  ftraiiiing, 
and  what  relaxing ;  what  aflemblies  diflblved  for 
not  obeying,  and  called  again  without  obedience ; 
what  troops  fent  out  to  quell  refiffance,  and  on 
rpeeting  that  refiftance,  recalled ;  what  Ihiftings, 
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and  changes,  and  jumblings  of  all  kinds  of  men  at 
home,  which  left  no  poffibility  of  order,  confiftency^ 
vigour,  or  even  fo  much  as  a  decent  unity  of  colour 
in  any  one  public  meafiire. — -It  is  a  tedious,  irk- 
fome  talk.  My  duty  may  call  me  to  open  it  out 
ibme  other  time;  *on  a  former  occafion  I  tried  your 
temper  on  a  part  of  it ;  for  the  prefent  I  (hall  forbear. 

After  all  thefe  changes  and  agitations,  your  im¬ 
mediate  (ituation  upon  the  queftiqn  on  your  pa¬ 
per  is  at  length  brought  to  this.  You  have  an  aft  of 
parliament.  Hating,  that it  i?,  expedient  to  raife  a 
revenue  in  America.’ ■  By  a  partial  repeal  you 
annihilated  the  greateft  part  of  that  revenue,  which 
this  preamble  declares  to  be  fo  expedient.  You  have 
fubftituted  no  other  in  the  place  of  it.  A  fecretary 
of  (late  has  difclaimed,  in  the  king’s  name,  all 
thoughts  of  fuch  a  fubftitution  in  future.  The 
principle  of  this  difclaimer  goes  to  what  has  been 
left,  as  well  as  what  has  been  repealed.  Thetaj; 
which  lingers  after  its  companions,-^u rider  a  pre¬ 
amble  declaring  an  American  revenue  expedient, 
and  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  fupporting  the  theory 
of  that  preamble)  militates  wirh  the  aifu ranee  au¬ 
thentically  conveyed  t0(  the  Colonies  ;  and  is  an 
exhauftlefs  fource  of  jeal6u(y  and  animofity.  On 
this  (late,  which  I  tako  to  be  a  fair  one  ;  not  be¬ 
ing  able  to  difeern  any  grounds  of  honour,  ad¬ 
vantage,  peace,  or  power,  for  adhering,  either  to 
the  aft  or  to  the  preaitible,  I  (hall  vote  fot  the 
queftion  which  leads  to  the  repeal  of  both. 

If  you  do  not  fall  in  with  this  motion,  then 
fecure  fomething  to  fight  for,  confifterit  in  theory 
and  valuable  in  praftice,  If  you  rnuft  employ 
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your  ftrength,  employ  it  to  uphold  you  in  fom^ 
honourable  right,  or  fome  profitable  wrong.  I 
you  are  apprehenfive  that  the  conceffion  recom- 
mended  to  you,  though  proper,  fhould  be  a  means 
of  drawing  on  you  further  but  unreafonable 
claims, — why  then  employ  your  force  in  fup- 
porting  that  reafbnable  conceffion  againft  thofe 
unreafonable  demands.  You  will  employ  it  with 
mpre  grace;  with  better  effedt ;  and  with  great 
probable  concurrence  of  all  the  quiet  and  rational 
peopie  in  the  provinces ;  who  are  riow  united 
with,  and  hurried  away  by,  the  violent  ;  having 
indeed  different  difpofitions,  but  a  common  inte- 
reft.  If  you  apprehend  that  on  a  conceffion  you 
fhall  be  pufhed  by  metaphyfical  procefs  to  the 
extreme  lines,  and  argued  out  of  your  whole  au¬ 
thority,  my  advice  is  this;  when  you  have  re¬ 
covered  your  old,  your  ftrong,  your  tenable  po- 
lition,  then  face  about — flop  ihort — do  nothing 
rnore — reafon  not  at  all — oppofe  the  ancient  pohcy 
and  pradtice  of  the  empire,  as  a  rampart  againft 
the  fpeculations  of  innovators  on  both  fides  of 
the  queftion ;  and  you  will  ftahd  on  great,  manly, 
and  fure  ground.  On  this  folid  bafis  fix  your 
machines,  and  they  will  draw  worlds  towards  you. 
Your  minifters,  in  their' own  and  his  Majefty’s 
name,  have  already  adopted  the  American  dift 
tinftion  of  internal  and  external  duties.  It  is  a 
diftinftion,  whatever  merit  it  may  have,  that  was 
originally  moved  by  the  Americans  themfelves ; 
and  I  think  they  will  acquiefce  in  it,  if  they  are 
not  pufhed  with  too  much  logic  and  too  little 
ienfe,  in  all  the  confequences.  That  is,  if  ex¬ 
ternal  taxation  be  underftood^  as  they  and  you 
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vinderftand  it  when  you  pleafe,  to  be  not  a  dif- 
tlnchon  of  geography,  but  of  policy  ;  that  it  is  a 
power  for  regulating  trade,  and  not  for  fupport- 
ing  eftablilhments.  The  diftindtion,  \yhich  is  as 
nothing  with  regard  to  right,  is  of  moft  weighty 
coniideratidn  in  pradlice.  Recover  your  old 
ground,  and  your  old  tranquillity — try  it — I  ani 
perfuaded  the  Americans  will  compromife  with 
you.  When  confidence  is  once  reftored,  the  odi¬ 
ous  and  fufpicious  fummum  jus  will  perifli  of 
courfe.  The  fpirit  of  pradicability,  of  moderation, 
and  mutual  convenience, will  never  call  in  geome^ 
trical  exadnefs  as  the  arbitrator  of  an  amicable 
fettlement.  Confult  and  follow  your  experience. 
Let  not  the  long  ftory  with  which  I  have  exercifed 
your  patience,  prove  fruitlefs  to  your  interefts. 

For  my  part,  I  fliould  choofe  (if  I  could  have 
my  wifi'i)  that  the  propofition  of  the  ^  Hon.  Gen-, 
tleman  for  the  repeal,  could  go  to  America  with¬ 
out  the  attendance  of  the  penal  bills.  Alone  I 
could  almofi:  anfwer  for  its  fuccefs.  I  cannot  be 
certain  of  its  reception  in  the  bad  company  it  may 
keep.  In  fuch  heterogeneous  afiortments,  the 
moft  innocent  perfon  will  lofe  the  ejfFed  of  his  in- 
nocency.  '  Though  you  fhould  fend  out  this  an¬ 
gel  of  peace,  yet  you  are  fending  out  a  deftroying 
angel  rooF<ind  what  would  be  the  effed  of  the 
conliid  of  thefe  two  adverfe  fpirits,  or  which 
would  predominate  in  the  end,  is  what  I  dare  not 
fay :  whether  the  lenient  meafures  would  caufe 
Am.erican  pafiion  to  fubfide,  or  the  fevere  would 
Increafe  its  fury— All  this  is  in  the  hand  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  ;  yet  now,  even  now,  I  (hould  confide  iu 
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the  prevailing  virtue,  aii^l  efficacious  operation  of" 
lenity,  though  workuig  in  darknefs,  and  in  chaos, 
in  the  midft  of  all  this  unnatural  and  turbid  com¬ 
bination.  I  ffiould  hope  it  might  produce  order 
and  beauty  in  the  end. 

,Let  us.  Sir,  embrace  fome  fyftem  or  other  be¬ 
fore  we  end  this  feffion.  Do  you  mean  to  tax 
America,  and  to  draw  a  produSive  revenue  from 
thence?  If  you  do,  fpeak  out :  name,  fix,  afcer- 
tain  this  revenue  ;  fettle  its  quantity;  define  its 
objefts  ;  provide  for  its  colleftion  ;  and  then  fight 
when  you  have  fomething  to  fight  for.  If  you 
murder — rob !  If  you  kill,  take  pofleffion ;  and 
do  not  appear  in  the  charafter  of  madmen,  as  well 
as  affaffins,  violent,  vindiftive,  bloody,  and  tyran¬ 
nical,  without  an  objeft.  But  may  better  coun-  • 
fels  guide  you ! 

Again,  and  again,  revert  to  your  old  principles 
^ — feek  peace  and  enfue  it — leave  America,  if  flae 
has  taxable  matter  in  her,  to  tax  herfelf.  I  am 
not  here  going  into  the  diftindllons  of  rights,  nor 
attempting  to  mark  their  boundaries,  I  do  not 
^enter  into  thefe  metaphyfical  diftindions ;  I  hate 
the  very  found  of  them.  Leave  the  Americans 
as  they  antiently  hood,  and  thefe  diftindions, 
born  of  our  unhappy  contef!:,  will  die  along  with 
it.  They,  and  we,  and  their  and  our  anceflors, 
have  been  happy  under  that  fyftem.  Let  the  me¬ 
mory  of  all  adions,  in  contradidion  to  that  good 
pld  mode,  on  both  fides,  be  extinguifhed  for  ever. 
Be  content  to  bind  America  by  laws  of  trade ;  you 
have  always  done  it.  Let  this  be  your  reafon  for 
t^inding  their  trade’.  Do  not  burthen  them  by  "  ’ 
taxes ;  you  were  not  ufed  to  do  fo  from  the  be- 
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ginning.  Let  this  be  your  reafon  for  not  taxing: 
Thefe  are  the  arguments  of  ftates  and  kingdoms. 
Leave  the  reft  to  the  fchools  ;  for  there  only  they 
may  be  difcufl'ed  with  fafety.  But  if,  Intempe- 
rately,  unwiftly,  fatally,  you  fophifticate  and 
poifon  the  very  fource  of  government,  by  urging 
fubtle  dedudions,  and  confequences  odious  to 
'  thole  you  govern,  from  the  unlimited  and  illimit¬ 
able  nature  of  fuprenie  fovereignty,  you  will 
teach  them  by  thefe  means  to  call  that  fovereignty  ' 
itfelf  in  queftion.  When  you  drive  him  hard,  the 
boar  will  furely  turn  upon  the  hunters.  If  that 
'fovereignty  and  their  freedom  cannot  be  recon¬ 
ciled,  which  will  they  take  ?  They  will  caft  your 
fovereignty  in  your  face.  No  body  will  be  ar¬ 
gued  into  flavery.  Sir,  let  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide  call  forth  all  their  ability  ;  let  the  beft 
of  them  get  up,  and  tell  me,  what  one  charader 
of  liberty  the  Americans  have,  and  what  one 
brand  of  flavery  they  are  free  from,  if  they  are 
bound  in  their  property  and  induftry,  by  all  the 
reftraints  you  can  imagine  on  commerce,  and  at 
the  fame  time  are  made  pack-horfes  of  every  tax 
you  choofe  to  impofe,  without  the  leaft  fhare  in 
granting  them  ?  When  they  bear  the  burthens  of 
unlimited  monopoly,  will  you  bring  them  to  bear 
the  burthens  of  unlimited  revenue  too  ?  The  Eng-- 
lifhman  in  America  will  feel  that  this  flavery — 
that  it  is  legal  flavery,  will  be  no  compenfation> 
f  ither  to  his  feelings  or  his  underftanding. 

A  Noble  Lord*,  who  fpoke  fome  time  ago,  is 
full  of  the  fire  of  ingenuous  youth;  and  when  he 
has  modeled  the  ideas  of  a  lively  imagination  by* 
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further  experience,  he  will  be  an  ornament  to 
his  country  in  either  houfe.  He  has  faid,  that 
the  Americans  are  our  children  ;  and  how  can 
they  revolt  againft  their  parent  ?  He  fays,  that 
if  they  are  not  free  in  th,eir  prefent  ftate,  England 
is  not  free ;  becaufe  Manchefter,  and  other  con- 
fiderable  places,  are  not  reprefented.  So  then, 
becaufe  fome  towns  in  England  are  not  repre¬ 
fented,  America  is  to  have  no  reprefcntative  at 
all.  They  are  our  children  but  when  child¬ 
ren  alk  for  bread,  we  are  not  to  give  a  ftone. 
Is  it  becaufe  the  natural  refiftance  of  things,  and 
the  various  mutations  of  time,  hinders  our  go¬ 
vernment,  or  any  fcheme  of  government,  from 
being  any  more  than  a  fort  of  approximation  to 
the  right,  is  it  therefore  that  the  Colonies  arc 
to  recede  from  it  infinitely  ?  When  this  child  of 
ours  wifhes  to  affimilate  to  its  parent,  and  to  re- 
fle£l  with  a  true  filial  refemblance  the.  beauteous 
countenance  of  Brltifh  liberty ;  are  we  to  turn  to 
them  the  (hameful  parts  of  our  conftitution  ?  arc 
we  to  give  them  our  weaknefs  for  their  ftrength  ; 
pur  opprobrium  for  their  glory;  and  the  flough 
of  flavery,  which  we  are  not  able  to  work  off, 
to  ferve  them  for  their  freedom  ? 

If  this  be  the  cafe,  afk  yourfelves  this  quef- 
tipp,  will  they  be  content  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  fla¬ 
very?  If  not,  look  to  the  confequences. 
fled  how  you  are  to  govern,  a  people,  who  think 
they  ought  to  be  free,  and  think  they  are  not. 
Your  fcheme  yields  no  revenue  ;  it  yields  nothing 
but  difcontent,  diforder,  difobedience ;  and  fuch 
is  the  ftate  of  America,  that  after  wading  up  tp 
your  eyes  in  blood  you  could  only  end  juft  where 
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you  begun  ;  that  is,  to  tax  where  no  revenue  Is 
to  be  found,  to — my  voice  fails  me;  my  inclina¬ 
tion  indeed  carries  me  no  further — all  is  confu- 
fion  beyond  it. 

Well,  Sir,  I  have  recovered  a  little,  and  before 
I  fit  down  I  muft  fay  fomething  to  another  point 
with  which  gentlemen  urge  us.  What  is  to  be¬ 
come  of  the  declaratory  adl  afierting  the  entire- 
nefs  of  Britifh  legiflative  authority,  if  we  aban¬ 
don  the  praftice  of  taxation? 

For  my  part  I  look  upon  the  rights  flated  in 
that  aft,  exaftly  in  the  manner  in  which  I  viewed 
them  on  its  very  firft  propofition,  and  which  I 
have  often  taken  the  liberty,  with  great  humili¬ 
ty,  to  lay  before  you.  I  look,  I  fay,  on  the  im¬ 
perial  rights  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  privileges 
which  the  Colonifts  ought  to  enjoy  under  thefe 
rights,  to  be  juft  the  moft  reconcileable  things  in 
the  world.  The  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  fits 
at  the  head  of  her  extenfive  empire  in  two  capa¬ 
cities:  one  as  the  local  legillature  of  this  ifland, 
providing  for  all  things  at  home,  immediately, 
and  by  no  other  inftrument  than  the  executive 
power. — The  other,  and  I  think  her  nobler  ca¬ 
pacity  is  what  I  call  her  imperial  character ;  in 
which,  as  from  the  throne  of  heaven,  fuper-w 
intends  all  the  feveral  inferior  legiflatures,  and 
guides,  and  controls  them  all  without  annihi'- 
lating  any.  As  all  thefe  provincial  legiflatures 
are  only  co-ordinate  to  each  other,  they  ought  all 
to  be  fubordinate  to  her;  el fe  they  can  neither 
preferve  mutual  peace,  nor  hope  for  mutual  juf- 
tice,  nor  effeftually  afford  mutual  affiftance.  If 
is  necelfary  to  coerce  the  negligent,  to  reftrain 
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the  violent,  and  to  aid  the  weak  and  deficient,  by 
the  over-ruling  plenitude  of  her  power.  She  is 
never  to  intrude  into  the  place  of  the  others, 
whilft  they  are  equal  to  the  common  ends  of  their 
inftitution.  But  in  order  to  enable  parliament  to 
anfwer  all  thefe  ends  of  provident  and  beneficent 
fuperintendance,  her  powers  mufl:  be  boundlefs. 
The  gentlemen  who  think  the  powers  of  parlia¬ 
ment  limited,  may  pleafe  themfelves  to  talk  of 
requifitions.  But  fuppofe  the  requllitions  are  not 
obeyed  ?  What !  Shall  there  be  no  referved  power 
in  the  empire,  to  fupply  a  deficiency  which  may 
weaken,  divide,  and  diffipate  the  whole  ?  We  are 
engaged  in  war — the  Secretary  of  State  calls  upon 
the  Colonies  to  contribute  —  fome  would  do  it,  I 
think  moft  would  chearfully  furnifli  whatever  is 
demanded — one  or  two,  fuppofe,  hang  back,  and 
cafing  themfelves,  let  the  ftrefs  of  the  draft  He  on 
the  others — furely  it  is  proper,  that  fome  autho¬ 
rity  might  legally  fay — ‘‘  Tax  yourfelves  for  the 
“  common  fupply,  or  parliament  will  do  it  for 
“  you.”  This  backwardnefs  was,  as  I  am  told, 
adlually  the  cafe  of  Pennlylvania  for  fome  fhort. 
time  towards  the  beginning  of  the  laft  war,  ow¬ 
ing  to  fome  internal  diflentions  in  the  Colony. 
But,  whether  the  fa£l  were  fo,  or  otherwife,  the 
cafe  is  equally  to  be  provided  for  by  a  competent 
fovereign  power.  But  then  this  ought  to  be  no 
ordinary  power ;  nor  ever  ufed  in  the  firft  in- 
fiance.  This  is  what  I  meant,  when  I  have  faid 
at  various  times,  that  I  confider  the  power  of  tax¬ 
ing  in  parliament  as  an  inftrument  of  empire,  and 
not  as  a  means  of  fupply. 

Sucb^ 
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Such,  Sir,  Is  my  idea  of  theconftitutionof  the 
Britifti  Empire,  as  diftinguiflied  from  the  confti- 
tution  of  Britain ;  and  on  thefe  grounds  I  think 
fubordination  and  liberty  may  be  fuffieiently  re¬ 
conciled  through  the  whole ;  whether  to  ferve  a 
refining  fpeculatift,  or  a  faftioiis  demagogue,  I 
know  not ;  but  enough  furely  for  the  eafe  and 
happinefs  of  man. 

Sir,  whilft  we  held  this  happy  courfe,  we  drew 
more  from  the  Colonies  than  all  the  impotent  vio¬ 
lence  of  defpotifm  ever  could  extort  from  them. 
We  did  this  abundantly  in  the  laft  war.  It  has 
never  been  once  denied  —  and  what  reafon  have 
we  to  imagine  that  the  Colonies  would  not  have 
proceeded  in  fupplying  government  as  liberally, 
if  you  had  not  ftepped  in  and  hindered  them  from 
contributing,  by  interrupting  the  channel  in  which 
their  liberality  flowed  with  fo  ftrong  a  courfe ;  by 
attempting  to  take,  inftead  of  being  fatisfied  to 
receivfe'.  Sir  William  Temple  fays,  that  Holland 
has  loaded  itfelf  with  ten  times  the  impofitions  - 
which  it  revolted  from  Spain,  rather  than  fubmit 
to.  He  fays  true.  Tyranny  is  a  poor  provider. 

It  knows  neither  how  to  accumulate,  nor  how  to 
extraft. 

I  charge  therefore  to  this  new  and  unfortunate 
fyftem  the  lofs  not  only  of  peace,  of  unioil,  and 
of  commerce,  but  even  of  revenue,  which  its 
friends  are  contending  for. — It  Is  morally  certain, 
that  we  have  loft  at  leaft  a  million  of  free  grants 
lince  the  peace.  I  think  we  have  loft  a  great  deal 
more ;  and  that  thofe  who  look  for  a  revenue 
from  the  Provinces,  never  could  have  purfued, 

even 
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even  in  that  light,  a  courfe  more  diredly  repug¬ 
nant  to  their  purpofes.  . 

Now,  Sir,  I  truft  I  have  (hewn,  firft  on  that 
narrow  ground  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  mea- 
fured,  that  you  are  like  to  lofe  nothing  by  com¬ 
plying  with  the  motion,  except  what  you  have 
loft  already.  I  have  Ihewn  afterwards,  that  in 
time  of  peace  you  flourilhed  in  commerce,  and 
when  war  required  it,  had  fufEcient  aid  from  the 
Colonies,  while  you  purfued  your  antient  policy ; 
that  you  threw  every  thing  into  confufion  when 
you  made  the  ftamp  ad ;  and  that  you  reftored 
every  thing  to  peace  and  order  when  you  repealed 
it,  I  have  (hewn  that  the  revival  of  the  fyftem 
of  taxation  has  produced  the  very  worft  efieds ; 
and  that  the  partial  repeal  has  produced,  not  par¬ 
tial  good,  but  univerfal  evil.  Let  thele  conlider- 
ations,  founded  on  fads,  not  one  of  which  can 
be  denied,  bring  us  back  to  your  reafon  by  the 
road  of  your  experience, 

I  cannot,  as  I  have  faid,  anfwer  for  mixed  mea- 
fures ;  but  furely  this  mixture  of  lenity  would 
give  the  whole  a  better  chance  of  fuccefs.  When 
you  once  regain  confidence,  the  way  will  be  clear 
before  you.  Then  you  may  enforce  the  ad  of. 
navigation  when  it  ought  to.  be  enforced.  You 
will  yourfelves  open  it  where  it  ought  ftill  fur¬ 
ther  to  be  opened.  Proceed  in  what  you  do, 
whatever  you  do,  from  policy,  and  not  from 
rancour.  Let  us  ad  like  men,  let  us  ad  like 
ftatefmen.  Let  us  hold  Ibme  fort  of  confident 
condud — It  is  agreed  that  a  revenue  is  not  to  be 
had  in  America.  If  we  lofe  the  profit,  let  us  get 
rid  of  the  odium. 


On 
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On  this  bufinefs  of  America  I  confefs  I  am  fert- 
ous,  even  to  fadnefs.  I  have  had  but  one  opinion 

'  ^  ^  X  . 

concerning  it  lince  I  iat,  and  before  I  fat,  in  Par¬ 
liament.  The  noble  Lord  *  will,  as  ufual,  proba¬ 
bly,  attribute  the  part  taken  by  me  and  my  friends 
in  this  buhnefs,  to  a  deiire  of  getting  his  places. 
Let  him  enjoy  this  happy  and  original  idea.  If 
I  deprived  him  of  it,  I  fhould  take  away  moft  of 
his  wit,  and  all  his  argument.  But  I  had  rather 
bear  the  brunt  of  all  his  wit,  and  indeed  blows 
much  heavier,  than  hand  anfwerable  to  God  for 
embracing  a  fyftem  that  tends  to  the  deftrudlion 
of  fome:jof  ;the  very  beft  and  faireft  of  his  works. 
But  I  know  the  map  of  England,  as  well  as  the 
noble  Lord*,  or  as  any  other  perfon 5  and  I 
know  that  the  way  I  take  is  not  the  road  to 
preferment.  My  excellent  and  honourable  friend 
under  me  on  the  floor  f,  has  trod  that  road 
with  great  toil  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  to¬ 
gether.  He  is  not  yet  arrived  at  the  noble 
Lord’s  deftination.  However,  the  tracks  of  my 
worthy  friend  are  thofe  I  have  ever  wiflied  to 
follow;  becaule  I  know  they  lead  to  honour. 
Long  may  we  tread  the  fame  road  together ; 
whoever  may  accompany  us,  or  whoever  may 
laugh  at  us  on  our  journey!  I  honeftly  and  fo- 
lemniy  declare,  I  have  in  all  feafons  adhered  to 
the  fyftem  of  1 766,  for  no  other  reafon,  than  that 
I  think  it  laid  deep  in  your  trueft  interefts — and 
that,  by  limiting  the  exercife,  it  fixes  on  the  firmeft 
foundations,  a  real,  confiftent,  well-grounded  au¬ 
thority  in  parliament.  Until  you  come  back  to 
that  fyftem,  there  will  be  no  peace  for  Englandv 
*  Lord  North.  f  Mr.  Dovvdefwdh 

F  I  N  I  s, 


